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Kennett Square Centennial 
SEPTEMBER J955 


Congratulations, 


KENNETT SQUARE! 


We have much in common! We, too, are celebrating 
our Centennial! 


Kennett Square and the Republican Party were both incorporated 
as important institutions of Chester County in the year 1855. 


Kennett Square citizens, over the past century, have played an 
important part in the development and accomplishments of our 
Party in Chester County. 


Members of our Party have contributed, over that same period, 
to the growth and progress of Kennett Square. 


The ideals and ambitions of your citizens have been identical 
with those of our Party in Chester County — to continually strive 
to make our county a better place in which to live, and work 
and play. 


Working together, we can keep pace with progress in the future 
with the same degree of success we have attained in the past. 


CHESTER COUNTY REPUBLICAN COMMITTEE 


C. Gilbert Hazlett, Chairman 


28 W. Market Street West Chester, Penna. 


Goreword 


The Kennett Square Centennial, Incorporated wishes to take 
this opportunity to_publicly thank the many Committees, the ad- 
vertisers in this program, the merchants and industrial organiza- 
tions, and the public in general who so nobly co-operated in 


making our celebration a success. 


May we express our heartfelt gratitude to the Program Com- 
mittee whose diligent efforts made this Historical Souvenir 
possible, particularly to Mrs. Harlan Cole for her untiring efforts 


in gathering all the data. 


We greatly appreciate, also, use of material from The 
Bayard Taylor Library, Kennett News and Advertiser, Walter 
Grason, William T. Sinclair, L. J. Ficcio, Chester County Histor- 
ical Society, Borough of Kennett Square, History of Chester 


County by Futhey and Cope and all Community organizations. 


L. M. HANNuM, General Chairman, 


Kennett Square Centennial, Inc. 


Centennial Executive Committee 


LEFT TO RIGHT — Top Row: L. M. Hannum, Gen. Chairman; M. D. Fulton, Secre- 
tary; C. G. Hazlett, Treasurer; James T. Tingle. Second Row: Ralph Schuibbeo, William 
J. McCord, Donald Ritter, Richard G. Taylor. Third Row: Earl S. Phillips, Ralph Walter, 
M. B. Olson. 


Committees 


DECORATIONS COMMITTEE 
ER I LESE ORCAS AL Ae ei Nt kcoc sas vise sa Fis Savaesonsosessusta Chairman 


Joseph D. Cloud Sheldon Silverstein 
Alan Kanofsky Harold Dewire 


REVENUE DIVISION 


ER yyy ood tap coe ravcnassed es roach ixey Chairman 


Historical Program 
Reeemes, RiP BOWEL ccccsofharadcdntivinluaehs csr ; 
ME POST OLE 2 i 0. a. wade cx edn pniscebeneohest \ NEN: 
J. Jackson Woods 
Anna Bonifacino 
Ada M. Becker 
Margaret Bonsall 
Eileen Barber 


Francis Bacino 
Edith McKay 
Eleanor Steimle 
Marie Irvin 
Belloneida Stephens 


Queen’s Ball 


REN ACRE ected coves Br cre vetaieniebniiootca +snestensnse Chairman 
Harold Carter 
Robert H. Marshall 
A. B. Darling 


Lawrence Giancola 
George Brutscher 


Concessions 


Harold Hambleton Morris Olson 
Francis Tworzydlo 


Novelties 


Roland W. Taylor 
Harold M. Roser 


Roy Benge, Jr. 


Souvenirs—Plates and Ash Trays 
Marie Ebbecke 


HOSPITALITY DIVISION 
IMS RE LOS oa sachs scans Paste ags nega ats emanibit robe Chairman 


Home Coming 
Reese ACI LI GAD oe hvcirciess ap saavetavnnsassecart ovanenseatives Chairman 


Sara Voorhees Mildred Weaver 


Howard Gawthrop 


Housing 
ERSIPEO LE HECIOEISIY rere 1d eal cc icalcdoocn tesa Viecuianee Chairman 


Richard Worrall Ted Nilan, Sr. 
L. B. Swayne 


Traffic Safety 
PEA RIYSS Nai cnd ssarcsooegsniohctzary sb antioeis Mirah ic Fepat es Chairman 


Red Cross 


Dorothy Voorhees Col. Howard Fair 


Transportation 


Prd POG NC 6 res coe he stn sy Seas alee tac poking Chairman 
Richard Miller John S. Voorhees 


SPECIAL EVENTS DIVISION 
Bal pita iam W alteP 2: vacioncs: vo cdguvavscadtasonnanadtenues, Chairman 


Merchants Promotion Committee 
CL HOMRaS Seay OLTOL teste tc es taste oe eae aeons Chairman 


Historical Window Committee 
Whilliamimt ee ocar letters coc 22 enero tas:scnac-cageaenaettoate Chairman 
Wilmer M. Hannum 


Firemen’s Parade Committee 
Joseph eM; Stabler: crates csverte ete. 
fLhomasebcel ly ats. emt ns-:<cdv atte ase ne 


Nicholas Nicotera 
Harold Arnold 


\ Co-Chairmen 


Earl Emerson 
John Steimle 
George Regester, Jr. 


Century Of Progress Parade Committee 
Davide He RICNtEl .et eae tees tears: statins cians Chairman 


Edward J. Nilan, Jr. 
Tony De Lurentis 
Randolph Mason 
John Steimle 
Harold Tice 
Richard Worrall 
Robert Wilson 
Robert Tunis 


George Pyle 

Walter Minshall 

F. Walter Grace 
Monroe L. Nute, Jr. 
Ralph Worth 
Richard Schoch 
Elmer Murphy 
Harvey Polen 

Jack Miles 


SPECIAL DAY COMMITTEE 
Wy ies Be CDS Gl oe gee ate, ss sd peu eh tastes a acdns Chairman 


TN Rela Loa Vitis Oli eee. ns onc >. 0sf eevee eabeeaare. Chairman 


Thomas R. Jackson M. L. Nute, Jr. 
Theodore R. Thompson 


Religious Committee 
ae OA ig Covey g cid Sed IB Tn tn a. Soni i Eee i Ra a oe Chairman 


Rev. E. K. St. Clair Wilmer M. Hannum 
Rev. R. J. Thomas 


PROMOTIONAL DIVISION 


Ralph Schuibbeo RTE Dee Sate Tn eee Cuchiimen 
Mrs. John Steimle.........:...--csecseccescneeeonsvefuens 


Promenade and Caravan Committee 


Lawrence Giancola STA PRY is = ory HALE RE CC anes 
Richard =Millekecenteetrccce teeter 


Kangaroo Court Committee 


RolaniduS® Grubb isetee cts ese eecerenet een rae, Chairman 
Francis R. Tworzydlo A. M. Larmore 
William J. Scarlett George J. Brutscher 
John Hoffman A. Alfred Delduco 


Brothers of the Brush 


Leroy sBedtdi ys ce geeravogiesacse- ono tuere roe meester Chairman 


Louis Strengari 
Earl Jones 
Joseph Fiore 
James Keating 
R. Miller 


Harry Moore 
Walter Grason 

Ac Di Pierce "| F. 
Thomas Di Angelis 


Sisters of the Swish 


Meese GaP AGp hotmas veer ce cae nee eee Chairman 


Mrs. Leroy Beard Mrs. Jos. Barber 
Mrs. Thos. Kelly, Jr. Mrs. Thomas Kelly 
Mrs. Paul Pesce 


Ladies Sun Bonnet Committee 


Mes:~ Thomas ¢ Kelly cat. carte oes een tre cen Chairman 


Mrs. Earl Emerson Mrs. Blanche Meredith 
Mrs. George Bryan Mrs. Harry Plankinton 


Men’s Hat Committee 


Seem ee eee tere eee e eee eee eee ee eeeseseeusenee 


Harold Irvin \ F 
JohticStemmlétcer ee ere. rovetateee f eee esas 


Roy Beard Roy Benge, Jr. 
SPECTACLE DIVISION 
Donald: Ritter eee ee eee Chairman 


Costume and Make-Up 


Mrs. Ralph Peters 
Mrs RobertaSlicer-) ee ee eee 
Mrs. Myrtle Arnold 


Mrs. Mary Davis 
Mrs. Meta Blittersdorf 


} Co-Chairmen 


Emilie Giansante 
Mrs. Regina Mundy 
Miss Ann Tomaino 


Mrs. Helen McCloskey Mrs. Norman Pusey 
Mrs. Elizabeth Ritter Mrs. Herbert Holton 
Mrs. Aggie Rozazza Mrs. Evelyn Messick 
Mrs. Blanche Meredith Mrs. Janette Roberts 
Mrs. Reed Ewing 
Construction 
FredeSinclatrsccotatesen nent tats tere ees ea meee Chairman 


Harold Hannum 


John Twaddell 
Joseph Stabler 


Francis’ P. Mundy acess doses reese cee tie tee eee Chairman 


Mrs. Grace Roberts Mrs. Jaye Westfall 
Mrs. Ginny Thomas Mrs. Mary Plunket 


Scenario and Title 


Walter, Grayson aeiudintsccoseseopunese-eneea ee ereeemeres Chairman 
Properties 
Max: Sie Geli screcccsstsescstettvoe sista d0snensn st corer) Secured Chairman 
Ted Nilan Bill Roberts 


Sid Resnick 
Harold Vandegrift 


Sam Wickersham 


Spectacle Music 


Raymond UOtiasrrs.tsc.cectrstesiame tn tyne eect Chairman 


Karl Fossmark Mts. Betty McMurtrie 
Mrs. Meta Blittersdorf 


PUBLICITY DIVISION 
Richard :G,, “Taylor.cs. .2..6505...:0 Comicnne ee Chairman 


Press Release Committee 


Henry]. Kaska. oo... scs:ctqesearrocnesansensaens ten atgn eae Chairman 
Mrs. Oscar H. Styer Mrs. Mary I. Lofland 


Distribution Committee 


William *Radebaugh se..cereqingeers net ere Chairman 


Radio and T.V. Committee 
William McKibben *:2)iaca.ccccee ee eee Chairman 


Speakers Committee 


Mrs. Leon- Metrickiisn cathe Chairman 
SPECTACLE TICKET DIVISION 
Williamo}s McCordo aii sty connt ata ee Chairman 


Ticket Committee 


ASD 3 Piercese )t.cacesstceoat hee etka ee eee 
Walter Minshall 


eee CeCe eee eee ee eee eee eee eee ere 


\ Co-Chairmen 


Queen Contest Committee 


Mis.- Kenneth “Thoman,.ca.s0c:0-s-deee eee Chairman 
Herbert P. Landes 
Kenneth Webb 
Mrs. Fred Hirsch 


Mrs. Lawrence Giancola 
Mrs. Herbert Holton 
Edward Sharpless 


Patron’s Ticket Committee 


Mrs, Hubert Ebbecke2n..7....tis tance eee Chairman 


Cashiers and Gate Committee 


Kenneth Roberts Donald McKelvie 
Raymond Moynihan 


Council and Officials 


TOP ROW—James M. Worrall, President; Warrington F. Guthrie, Burgess; Marion 
D. Fulton, Secretary. 


2ND ROW—Roland Barber, L. M. Hannum, Francis R. Tworzydlo. 
3RD ROW—Ralph Schuibbeo, Thomas Kelly, Morris B. Olson. 


4TH ROW —George E. Regester, Jr., Engineer; William J. Scarlett, A. M. Larmore, 
Solicitors; Charles Bernard, Treasurer. 
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Daily Program 


SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 3RD 


Century of Progress Parade—3:00 P. M.— 
Floats, marching units, antique cars, horse units. 


Saturday Night— 
‘Her Majesty’s Ball,’’ Crowning of Queen—Dance, 
Kennett Consolidated School Gymnasium, 9:00 P.M. 


MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 5TH 


‘‘Old Timers’’ Baseball Game— 
School Ball Field, 6:00 P.M. 


TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 6TH 


Midget League All Star Baseball Game— 
School Ball Park, 6:00 P.M. 


WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 7TH 


“‘The Story of Kennett’’, play by The Little Theatre— 
High School Auditorium, 8:15 P.M. 


Little League All Star Baseball Game— 
Little League Ball Park, 6:00 P.M. 


THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 8TH 


Soap Box Derby— 
E. Cypress Street, 6:00 P.M. 


Street Dance— 
Recreation Ground, 8:30 P.M. 


Visitation to Boro Water Works— 
Disposal Plant, 2:00 to 4:00. 


Slides and Movies of Historic Interest— 
Centennial Headquarters, 3:00 P.M. 


Children’s Dance— 
Recreation Center Tennis Courts, 8:30 P.M. 
Visitation— 
National Vulcanized Fibre Co., 2:00 to 9:00 P.M. 
Olson Engineering Co., 2:00 to 4:00 P.M. 
A. A. Pesce Glass Works, 2:00 to 4:00 P.M. 
Tri-cote Knitting Mill, 2:00 to 4:00 P.M. 
Kennett Equipment & Machine Co., 2:00 to 4:00 
P.M. 


Youth Activities— 
Recreation Field, 3:00 to 5:00 P.M. 


Pageant— 


Kennett Consolidated School Athletic Field, 8:30 
P.M. 


FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 9TH 


Cooking Demonstration— 
Centennial Headquarters, 2:00 P.M. 


Slides and Movies of Historic Interest— 
Centennial Headquarters, 4:00 P.M. 


““Old Timers’’— 


75 years and over will be entertained at Centen- 
nial Headquarters, 4:30 to 7:30 P.M.—Organ 
Music. 


Orchestra— 
Barber Shop Quartet. 


Visitation— 


Boro Water Works—Boro Disposal Plant, 2:00 to 
4:00 P.M. 


Olson Engineering Co., 2:00 to 4:00 P.M. 
A. A. Pesce Glass Works, 2:00 to 4:00 P.M. 
Tri-Cote Knitting Mill, 2:00 to 4:00 P.M. 


Kennett Equipment & Machine Co., 2:00 to 4:00 
P.M. 


Youth Activities— 
Recreation Field, 3:00 to 5:00 P.M. 


Pageant— 
School Athletic Field, 8:30 P.M. 


SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 10TH 


Beard Judging Contest— 
Centennial Headquarters, 10:00 A.M. 


Sisters of the Swish Contest— 
Centennial Headquarters, 10:00 A.M. 


Chester County Firemen’s Parade— 
2:00 P.M. 


Pageant— 
School Athletic Field, 8:30 P.M. 


SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 11TH 


8:00 P.M.—Community Religious Service—Longwood 
Open Air Theatre—Speaker, Dr. Elton True- 
blood, Chief of Religious information of 
United States information agency. 

Electric Fountain Display to follow. 


Centennial Week Playground Activities 


TUESDAY SEPTEMBER 6TH 
3-5 P.M.—TOURNAMENT Day 
6:30 P.M.—Baseball Exhibition Game: Farm Team 


8:30 P.M.—Outdoor Movies: Walt Disney’s ‘Treasure 
Island” 


WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 7 
3-5 P.M.—Special Events Day 
6:30 P.M.—Softball Exhibition Game: Girls 


THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 8TH 
3-5 P.M.—Sports Day 
8:30 P.M.—Outdoor Dance 


6-11 P.M.—Amusement rides and games of skill for young 
and old at Magnolia Acres 


FRIDAY SEPTEMBER 9TH 
3-5 P.M.—Centennial Playground Highlights 


6-11 P.M.—Amusement rides and games of skill for young 
and old at Magnolia Acres 


SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 10TH 


1-11 P.M.—Amusement rides and games of skill for young 
and old at Magnolia Acres 


The Kennett Area Park and Recreation Board, 
having completed a successful eight-week 
summer program is conducting the above 
Centennial Week Playground Activities pro- 
gram under the guidance of Jack S. Myles, 
Recreation Director, assisted by summer staff 
members: Mr. Earl Knorr, Mr. Joseph 
Ranalli, Miss Ginger Pannell, and Miss Betty 
DiFilippo. 


Borough of Kennelt Square 


Incorporated March 13, 1855 


Population—1855 300 estimate 
1870 897 U.S. Census 
1880 1021 . 
1910 2049 
1920 2398 
1930 3091 
1940 3375 
1950 3699 


AREA— 


1 square mile 


ALTITUDE— 
384.35 feet above sea level at the intersection of Union 
and State Streets 


LATITUDE— 
39°50 minutes 


LONGITUDE— 
75°40 minutes 


CLIMATE— 
Average Temperature 44.5 degrees, Average Rainfall 
54.2 inches 


ASSESSED VALUATION— 
Real Estate $7,057,899.00—Occupation $356,200.00 


BOROUGH TAx RATE—1855— 
20 Mills & 50c for each male dog, $1 for each female 
dog 
1955—11 Mills 


SCHOOL Tax RATE—1955— 
23 Mills 


OTHER TAX—BOROUGH—1955— 
$5 Per Capita 


mee ... a Bever skinn, to be delivered at Philadelphia 
at or upon the first day of the first month in every year” 
... It is thought that the name of the township, originally 
spelled ‘Kennet’, was suggested by Francis Smith, who 
had taken up land at the mouth of Pocopson Creek in 
1686. He came from Devizes in Wiltshire, England, in 
which county there is a village of that name. As applied 
to the township, the earliest mention known is found on 
court records dated February, 1705. 

Letitia Penn returned to England in November, 1701, 
leaving the management of the property to James Logan 
and Edward Penington. They were authorized to sell the 
land as demanded. One of the first purchasers was Gayen 
Miller, who acquired 200 acres on the east branch of Red 
Clay Creek, including the eastern part of the present bor- 
ough. He erected a homestead which was still standing 
as late as 1840. 

Early settlers found the township an admirable place in 
which to live. The Indians were friendly, crops were 
easily grown, there was an abundance of game in the 
forests and fish in the streams. The flattering accounts 
which reached England induced others to follow. The 
familiar names of Webb, Way, Heald, Cox and Taylor 
appear on the tax lists of 1715. Further evidence of 
progress was a petition to the County Court, at Chester, 
Pennsylvania, dated November 30, 1742, “Beginning at 
Ashton Road, near the plantation of John Baldwin... 
and extending from thence through the township of Ash- 
ton and Concord Township . . . and Birmingham town- 
ship to Brandywine creek near Francis Chads mill and 
thence through Kennett and New Garden townships to 
White Clay Creek . . . which road being soon cleared and 
opened by the supervisors of the respective townships 
through which it passes . . . the land has all been doomed 
and allowed to a free open and lawful road and cart- 
way’. And so, Kennett Square acquired a highway. 

In 1764, Joseph Musgrave purchased 871, acres of land 
from Joseph Walter. This embraced all of the land in 
the northeast part of the borough as far as Fairthorn and 
all of the land fronting on State Street east to Red Clay 
Creek. Joseph Musgrave was responsible for the earliest 
mention of the name of the borough as yet found. This 
appears on an application for a tavern license dated ‘27th 
day of August, 1765: the petition of Josephe Musgrave 
of the township of Kennett in the county of Chester afore- 
said: Humbly sheweth That your petitioner is situated at 
a place called Kennett Square in Kennett township afore- 
said where the road leading from Chester to Nottingham 
crosses the road leading from Lancaster by doe run across 
Marlborough Street To Wilmington. That no public house 
of Entertainment is kept on the last mentioned road for 
the distance of sixteen miles that is to say eight miles 
each way from your petitioner's dwelling. By Reason 
whereof your petitioner as well as numbers of the In- 
habitants adjoining the said Road are burthened with 
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travellers and others passing and repassing the said road. 
That your petitioner humbly conceives his situation is well 
calculated for a public House of Entertainment to accomo- 
date both the said roads and to answer the end intended 
by Such Houses, and as your petitioner has built a com- 
modious house at the place aforesaid and is furnished with 
Stabling pasturage and meadowing for carrying on that 
business in a reputable manner He therefore humbly prays 
that your Honours will be pleased to grant him your recom- 
mendation to his Honour the Governor for his license to 
keep a public house of Entertainment at the place afore- 
said for the selling of wine Rum and other Spirits. Your 
petitioner shall pray Joseph Musgrave.” The petition was 
signed by Jacob Tagart, John Chandler, Aaron Baker, 
Jacob Wright, Mordecai Vernon, Joel Baily, Henry Dixon, 
John Pyle, Joseph Hains, Michael Gregg, Joseph Pennock, 
Aron Musgrave, John Nickols, Henry Heal, Joseph Gregg, 
Thomas Pusey, Joseph Davis, John Baily, George Pass- 
more. The license was granted Sept. 2, 1765. 

In 1768, Musgrave purchased 31/, acres from William 
Dixon. This tract included from South Union Street to 
Friends’ Meeting on East State Street and as far south as 
Cypress Street. The transfer reads “William Dixon and 
all to Joseph Musgrave 29th day of 9th mo. 1768, for 
45 pounds “ a certam Lott or pice of ground situate Lying 
and being in the said township of Kennett and in a place 
intended to be laid out for an inland town called................ 
Thus is recorded Joseph Musgrave’s dream of 
founding a town. The fact that the space for a name is 
left blank might indicate that he expected to change the 
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This is Unicorn Tavern 


name. In 1775, another purchase of 105 acres from Aaron 
Musgrave included all the land west of South Union 
Street and south of State to about the railroad. Some- 
thing must have happened to destroy his ambition for he 
did little building and, by 1776, had sold the town plot 
and other acreage. 

An event of national as well as local importance oc- 
cured in 1777, when British and Hessian soldiers, com- 
manded by Cornwallis and Knyphausen, occupied the 
north and south hills of town on the eve of the Battle of 
Brandywine. The only brick dwelling, which later formed 
the east end of the hotel, was occupied by Lord Howe. 
This building, a tavern and a few scattered log cabins were 
the whole of the village at that time. As might be expected, 


Kennett Hotel showing East end, built before 1776 


the encampment caused excitement and apprehension among 
the residents of the area. Many claims for damages were 
later filed with the County Commissioners. The com- 
munity, which was largely Quaker, endeavored to main- 
tain a neutral attitude towards the war. This was neither 
an easy nor popular course to follow in such troubled 
times. When the village tavern burned, the owner, Peter 
Bell, laid the blame to Tory neighbors and General Wash- 
ington is reported to have said, at the time of the Battle 
of Brandywine, that he felt he was in enemy’s country. 

It was about this time that James Fitzpatrick, also known 
as ‘‘Sandy Flash” began to get into trouble. He plundered 
the countryside, after the war, but eventually was caught, 
convicted and executed at Chester in 1778. 

The first postoffice was established in Kennett Square 
about 1802. Benjamin Taylor was the first official post- 
master. There being no official building, the postoffice was 
usually located in a store and moved about as businesses 
changed hands. By 1855 a mail coach was operating be- 
tween the borough and Wilmington. Another line ran 
between Kennett Square and Media, meeting the train 
there. These stages also conveyed passengers and baggage 
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and “Errands and Packages attended to for a reasonable 
compensation”, 

On August 26, 1814, orders were received at Philadel- 
phia headquarters of the State Fencibles, Fourth Military 
District “The captains will preceed with their companies 
with all possible expedition to Kennet Square, Chester 
County, where they will encamp and be mustered.’ This 
was by order of General Robert Bloomfield. About 5,000 
troops camped on the hill east of town, extended into 
the valley along the creek and occupied the road leading 
to the borough dam. A stage line was maintained between 
the camp and Philadelphia and soldiers were constantly pass- 
ing between the two points. Kennett Square was selected for 
the encampment because it was believed the British would 
come up the Chesapeake, land at the head of the Elk and 
march toward Philadelphia. The unusual event attracted 
a great deal of curiosity and people from miles around 
visited the camp. 


House on West State Street, built in 1837 


On January 11, 1825, Bayard Taylor was born in a 
house which stood on the south corner of State and Union 
Streets. The building is gone but a bronze placque marks 
the site. The village was growing for in 1830 there were 
about 20 houses, 2 taverns and a store. Business began 
to increase until we read that in 1848, ‘‘The average citi- 
zen was not then so dependent upon the outside world. 
Mifflin Pyle then made all the hats worn in the com- 
munity. When a man wanted a hat he went down to the 
shop and ordered it and had his measure taken. There 
was no great variety of style, but they were good, honest 
hats and they wore well. Every shoe worn in the com- 
munity was made right here at home and the same was 
true of the clothing. On the Kennett hills the wool was 
fed and grown. At the mill at Chambers it was made 
into cloth and it was fashioned into garments by John 
Darlington. The plow was the chief agricultural im- 
plement that was not strictly home made and they were 


manufactured by Hiram Hall for a time at least, on the 
site of the present bank building”. 

An application for incorporation of the borough was 
filed September 27, 1853. A citizens’ meeting was called 
in November to consider the advantages and disadvan- 
tages of incorporation. 
sented to the Court of Quarter Sessions of Chester County, 
November 3, 1854. The charter was granted March 13, 
1855. Officers elected were John Chandler, burgess; John 
M. Anderson, Castner Hanway, Solomon Mercer, Joshua 


A petition for a charter was pre- 


Taylor, Chandler R. Way, councilmen; Encoh Passmore, 
Thos. J. Taylor, justice of peace; Joseph Dixon, judge; 
William G. Pierce, Martin Pyle, inspectors; Charles W. 
Iliff, assessor; John Taylor, Levis H. Davis, asst. assessors; 
Assacher Eldridge, Assacher Hoopes, Thos. J. Taylor, audi- 
tors; Amos G. Hoopes, constable. The population of the 
borough was 300. 
State Streets. An old blueprint shows that most of the 
town lay north of State Street and lists 27 business places 
and homes. 


The main streets were Union and 


Early Railroad 


The Baltimore Central Railroad was completed about this 
time. It is reported to have caused a great increase in the 
price of land near the railroad. It proved an impetus to 
business, providing a means of both receiving and ship- 
ping goods and the town began to expand rapidly. Broad 
Street was improved south to the railroad, other streets 
were improved and sidewalks built. The Kennett Square 
Free Press, a weekly newspaper was established in July, 
1855 by B. F. Coles. It was discontinued after a short 
period of publication. The old Borough Hall was com- 
pleted in 1858. 

Residents of the area were noted for their abolitionist 
sympathies. There were several branches of the Under- 
ground Railroad in or near the community. Thomas Gar- 
rett acted as a guide for the slaves who rested at the home 
of Isaac and Dinah Mendenhall, on their way to Darby 
and Philadelphia. From Wilrhington, one of the first 
stations was the home of John and Hannah Cox at Long- 
wood, then known as ‘‘Pierce’s Park”. Nearby Longwood 
Meeting was the scene of fierce debates on the question 
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Public Fountain erected in 1892 


of the day. 
War by a company of volunteers known as the First Rifle 
Regiment of Kennett Square, a part of the famous Buck- 
Charles Frederick Taylor, the brother 
of Bayard, was active in forming the company and was 
chosen captain. Promoted to the colonelcy of the Buck- 
tails after the battle of Antietam, he was pronounced by 


Kennett Square was represented in the Civil 


tails Regiment. 


General Meade to be one of the most promising young 
officers in the service. Colonel Taylor was killed at Gettys- 
burg, July 2, 1863, while leading his regiment in the 
desperate charge made by the First Brigade. 

An ordinance passed in 1874 indicates that Kennett was 
becoming a settled community. The ordinance prohibited 
horses, cattle, swine, etc. from running at large in the 
streets. The Kennett Fire Company was organized in 
1875, the outcome of a disastrous fire which occurred at 
the Unicorn property. In the same year, Borough Council 
authorized the erection of sufficient street lamps to light 
the main streets. 

Important additions to the business district in 1877 were 
the brick block on the south side of East Street near 


State Street looking West 


Union, which was built by Evan P. Swayne, and a three- 
story brick building erected on the Unicorn site by Theo- 
philus Sickles. The year also marked the establishment 
of two weekly newspapers. The Kennett Advance, started 
by William H. Phillips, was published until 1910. The 
Kennett News and Advertiser was begun by Theodore 
Hadley and was owned by the Hadley family until pur- 
chased in 1935 by Richard Taylor, present owner and 
publisher. 

A telephone stock company was organized in 1879 with 
lines installed about town. By 1885 the connection had 
been extended to Wilmington and West Chester. The 
presidential campaign of 1880 aroused great enthusiasm. 
Newspapers of the day state that on August 17 “the 
largest assemblage that has ever paid tribute to that pro- 
gressive little town” assembled in Kennett Square for a 
torchlight procession. Organizations from the surround- 
ing townships marched. Fireworks were displayed, bands 
played, stores and dwellings were illuminated and there 
were speeches after the parade at the Unicorn building. 
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Electricity ‘arrived in the borough about 1893. Some 
street lamps were installed but it was many years later 
before the beneficial effects of electric lighting began to 
be seen. Trolley service from West Chester began Feb- 
ruary 3, 1903. Another line ran from West Grove through 
Kennett Square, connecting with the Wilmington trolley 
at Brandywine Springs. 
November 30, 1929. 

A public celebration took place in September, 1915, in 
observance of the 60th anniversary of the borough. A 
home talent pageant was given in the meadow on the 
western border of town. In September, 1923, many former 
residents returned for the celebration of Old Home Week. 

Kennett Square suffered with the rest of the nation 


Trolley service was discontinued 


during the depression years. The sewage system, the mu- 
nicipal building and other public works were completed, 
with government assistance, during this period. An im- 
portant change was made in 1940, when Cypress Street 


Early Trolley 


was extended to connect with Route 1, making it possible 
to establish one-way traffic on Cypress and State Streets. 

Residents were active in both World War I and World 
War II. Many were called to the services while others 
worked on the home front for Red Cross, Civilian Defense, 
War Bond Drives and similar patriotic organizations. Dur- 
ing the second war, a draft board and a ration board were 
located here. As gasoline rationing grew more stringent, 
the town became a more self-contained community than it 
had been for many years. 

In November, 1946, a marker was unveiled at the tri- 
angle of Walnut and Cypress Streets. This was erected 
to honor the memory of Brigadier General Robert Bloom- 
field, commander of the State Fencibles Encampment in 
1814. The Old Guard of State Fencibles, Philadelphia, 
dressed in 1812 uniforms, a band, and representatives of 
local organizations paraded prior to the dedication. 

There was considerable local protest when the Penn- 
sylvania Railroad proposed to terminate passenger service. 
Public hearings had no effect on the decision and service 


southern part of town and at Hessian Circle on the north- 
west edge. A large apartment building was erected on 
South Willow Street. 

Two fires were the most outstanding events of 1952. 
In March, the historic and seemingly ill-fated site of the 
Unicorn was once more swept by fire. The conflagration 
started in the drug store occupied by Connor Bros. and 
spread to the apartments above. Damage was estimated 
at $150,000. The building had been restored by the end 
of the year. In August, 1952, the recently remodeled Ken- 
nett Hotel was destroyed by fire. The little east end of 
the building, a landmark since 1776, was doomed. The 
property was so badly damaged that removal was the only 


course. Residents watched sadly as the ancient bricks, 
reputed to have been imported from England, were tumbled 
into the waiting trucks. 

The worst storm of the century occurred in October, 
1954. Trees, power and telephone lines, homes, barns 
and mushroom houses suffered from the high winds of 
Hurricane Hazel. Fortunately there were no fatal injuries 
in the area. 

Kennett Square has been fortunate in having citizens 
who have made valued contributions to the nation as well as 


Establishment of J. E. Worrall 


ended in 1947. The passenger station was razed. So an- 
other era of transportation has passed and the only public 
conveyance now available is bus service. 

With the close of the war, the borough entered a new 
period of expansion. New industries in and near the 
town brought an influx of citizens and created housing 
problems. To meet these needs, housing developments 
were begun at South View and Stenning Hills in the 


West State Street 


the community. Moses and Samuel Pennock, Vincent Ber- 
nard and Bernard Wiley invented many items of farm 
equipment. Cyrus and Samuel Chambers were also well 
known as inventors. Theophilus Sickles was responsible 
for many improvements in the town. Bayard Taylor was 
widely known in his career as poet, traveller and diplomat. 
William Marshall Swayne won renown for his work as 
a sculptor. William E. Voorhees served as borough sec- 
retary for 50-years. Pierre S. duPont, although not a 
resident, contributed largely to private and public agencies. 
A public park has been dedicated to the memory of Her- 
bert J. Pennock, who achieved fame in baseball. W. E. 
Rupert was noted for his devotion to duty as supervising 
principal of the public school. U. G. Gifford was honored 
for his long service in medicine. George B. Scarlett took 
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Establishment of W. H. Worrall an active part in the community, serving as burgess and 
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as Pennsylvania state senator. John Marshall Phillips be- 
came director of Yale Art Gallery and was an interna- 
tionally known authority on silver and art. Monroe L. 
Nute, as president of Lions International during the past 
year, carried the name of Kennett Square to the remote 
corners of the world. These are only a few, among the 
many, for every citizen, however brief his stay, made some 
contribution towards the growth and well-being of the 
community. 

Many changes can be seen as Kennett Square enters 
upon another century of existence. The increasing popu- 
lation (3699—1950 census) has necessitated the expan- 
sion and improvement of many new streets and extension 
of municipal facilities. The children enjoy the advantages 
of a fine consolidated school and a planned recreation 
program. The once agricultural area is now almost wholly 
devoted to the cultivation of mushrooms and flowers. And 
so, as the history of the past hundred years is reviewed, 
it would seem that what was once but the dream of Joseph 
Musgrave has acquired a firm foundation in fact. 


BAYARD TAYLOR MEMORIAL FOX HUNT 


The first event in the celebration of the Centennial of 
the Borough of Kennett Square was the Bayard Taylor 
Memorial Fox Hunt held at Cedarcroft on March 12, 1955. 
The first chapter of the “Story of Kennett’ by Bayard 
Taylor describes a fox hunt which is supposed to have 
taken place on the old Barton farm in 1796. The story 
has so captured the imagination of local residents that 
commemorative hunts were held in 1896, 1921 and 1946. 
It seemed appropriate to hold it again this year as a Cen- 
tennial activity. 

The program began with an invocation by Rev. Herbert 
P. Landes. Mrs. J. Leon Merrick gave incidents from the 
life of Bayard Taylor. John B. Hannum III related the 
history of the Cheshire Fox Hounds. Music for the oc- 
casion was furnished by Chris Sanderson and his Pocopson 
Valley Boys. Ralph H. Walter was chairman of the pro- 
gram. A short pageant of 1796 was re-enacted on horse- 
back. Those taking part were Nancy Nicholas as Martha 
Deane; Franklin L. Gordon as Giles; Albie Stewart as 
Gilbert Potter; M. E. Becker as Sandy Flash; John B. IV 
and Richard Penn-Smith Hannum as Joe and Jake Fair- 
thorn, Mrs. John W. Cross as Betsy Lavender; Burnett 
Wilson as Dr Deane; Vernon T. Mercer as Alfred Barton; 
J. Robert Wilson as Mr. Ferris and Mrs. E. Miles Valen- 
tine as Sally Fairthorn. Mrs. John B. Hannum, III gave 
a demonstration of the responses of the pack of fox 
hounds to sounds from the hunting horn and voice. As 
MFH of the Cheshire Fox Hounds, Mrs. Hannum led 
the hunt which found two foxes and continued for about 
four hours. William T. Sinclair was the only rider present 
who had also ridden in the three anniversary hunts. 

The hunt was witnessed by about 3,000 spectators. 
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Churches 


BETHEL A.M.E. CHURCH 


About 1890 the first services of the Bethel A.M.E. 
Church were held in a building on North Walnut Street. 
Later the congregation purchased a lot on East Linden 
Street. The corner stone of the present building was laid 
on the second Sunday of May, 1894, by Bishop Emery. 
Rev. Wallace Spriggs was the minister at that time. The 
building was dedicated in July, 1894, by Bishop A. Grant. 
Rev. William B. Williams was pastor. Trustees were 
Perry Stout, Joseph Carter, Anthony Goodwin, Simon 
Ringold, John Butler, George Williams, Andrew Lee, 
Samuel Davis, William Howard and James Wilson. The 
parsonage, also on East Linden, was acquired in 1913 and 
an adjacent lot in 1953. Nannie Jones was one of the 
first Sunday School superintendents. One of the most 
unforgettable Sunday School teachers was Miss Ida Carter, 
daughter of one of the founders. She is still active in 
church affairs. 

On June 5, 1955, the congregation accepted Rev. R. W. 
E. Irwin as pastor for the third consecutive year. Rev. 
Walter Webster is assistant pastor. Mrs. Rhodell Driggins 
is superintendent of the Sunday School. The trustees are 
George Nelson, Walter Webster, Edward Ruff, George 
Dennison, Guy Dennison, David Middleton, Mrs. Anna 
Nelson, Mrs. Rachel Middleton and Mrs. Driggins. 


KENNETT SQUARE 
BIBLE METHODIST CHURCH 


The Kennett Square Bible Methodist Church was or- 
ganized under the present pastor, Douglas B. Stirling in 
May, 1952. The meetings were held in the Century Club 
Building for thirteen months. A piece of ground was 
purchased on Route 1 at the eastern end of Kennett and 
meetings were held in a tent for two years during the 
summer months and at the home of the Pastor during the 
winter months. 

A building was started with volunteer labor soon after 
the purchase of the ground. The first meeting was held 
in the first unit of the church this Easter Sunday 1955. 
The plans call for a two story brick building in colonial 
style as the work grows. 

The church was founded on the doctrines of the early 
Methodist Church and stands upon the infallibility of the 
Bible as the true word of God. The local church is in 
the Evangelical Methodist Conference and the American 
Council of Churches. 


CHURCH OF THE ADVENT 


“To worship according to the faith and the discipline 
of the Protestant Episcopal Church’’ was the determinedly 
expressed desire of a group of citizens, headed by Theo- 


dore Hadley, living in the thriving town of Kennett 
Square and the farming district around it, during the 
last quarter of the 19th century. For some time before 
the charter was applied for, and granted, in 1882, services 
had been held in the old town hall. These were largely 
inspired by the efforts of the Canadian-born wives of two 
local residents, Mrs. Thomas Taylor and Mrs, Nelson 
Williams, who wished to see the Episcopal Church es- 
tablished in their adopted town. The cornerstone was 
laid in 1885 and on May 14, 1886, the church was con- 
secrated by the Right Reverend William B. Stevens, Bishop 
of Pennsylvania. The Reverend G. Livingston Bishop 
was the missionary in charge of the church and was elected 
rector the following year. It was the venerable Peter Le 
Fever who named the church after the Church of the 
Advent in Philadelphia, where he had formerly worshipped. 

All of the rectors of the past have contributed to the 
very limits of their capabilities. It is interesting to note 
that it was during the time of the Reverend Thomas J. 
Taylor (1901-1919) that the church tower and the first 
unit of the Parish House were built; that the Reverend 
William E. Warren, in his brief tenure (1922-1923) saw 
the church rearranged and the pipe organ installed; that 
the Reverend Charles E. Spaulding (1923-1926) arranged 
the purchase of the rectory; the Reverend W. Oliver 
Bellis (1928-1944) saw the extension of the Parish House 
and the construction of a basement kitchen; and that the 
Reverend J. Wesley Rennie (1944-1951) was responsible 
for the addition to the Parish House. The building of 
the walls would have been neither significant nor neces- 
sary if the growth of the congregation had not kept pace 
with it. Under the inspiring leadership of the present 
rector, the Reverend Elbert K. St. Claire, the congrega- 
tion has increased to 281 communicants. Attendance at 
services has placed such a strain on church facilities that 
at the Annual Parish Meeting on April 11, 1955, the 
congregation voted to relocate the Parish House and Church. 
A building campaign was launched in May to raise the 
funds to build a new church, parish house, rectory and 
parking lot on grounds located on North Union Street. 


FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 


An item in the Kennett paper on September 23, 1882, 
was the first intimation to the general public that “‘the 
question of building a Baptist Church in this borough is 
being discussed. There are a number of Baptists in this 
borough and vicinity who feel the importance of having 
a place to worship.” 

But the ultimate organization of such a group had been 
assured the preceding year when a young man named D. 
Duer Philips, a member of the Brandywine Baptist Church, 
had come to Kennett Square from Chadds Ford to become 
cashier of the newly-organized bank. He attended services 
at the Presbyterian Church and took an active part in the 
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work of their Sunday School, but he was resolved that 
as soon as there were enough Baptists in Kennett to or- 
ganize a church, he would join that group. 

On October 11, 1882, the Committee of the Central 
Union Association of Independent Baptist Churches met 
at the home of Mr. and Mrs. D. Duer Philips to con- 
sider the possibility of establishing a church in the borough. 
As a result of this meeting, the Association sent their 
Home Missionary, Rev. E. C. Romaine, to look over the 
field. 

Services were held in Taylor Hall, located at the corner 
of Broad and Cypress Streets. On November 19, 1882, 
it was decided to organize a church and to call a council 
to consider its recognition. Representatives of seventeen 
churches met on December 18, 1882, and the church 
was organized on that date, with nineteen constituent 
members who brought their letters from other churches: 


Mrs. Nellie Jane Mancill 
James L. Brown 

Mrs. Ruth Megilligan 
Edward Jessup 

Mrs. Sarah Ladley Jessup 
Martha W. Cox 

George W. Passmofe 

Mrs. Sarah A. Walls 

Mrs. Sidney Passmore 

Mrs. Carrie P. Hollingsworth 


Mrs. Mary Jane Webb 
D. Duer Philips 

S. Jones Philips 
Elizabeth Garrett 
David Zell 

Mrs. Sarah A. Zell 
Benjamin W. Valentine 
Elizabeth Valentine 
Mary E. Conathan 


The first deacons were D. Duer Philips and David Zell. 
Matthew R. Davis was the first member received through 
the waters of baptism. The Rev. W. R. McNeill, a supply 
pastor, officiated at the ceremony, which took place in the 
waters of the Red Clay Creek, near the bridge on West 
State Street, on January 18, 1883. 

On October 22, 1883, a lot at the corner of Cypress 
On May 12, 1885, 
ground was broken for a neat, cozy little brick building 


and Union Streets was purchased. 


designed by Pastor J. M. Lyons, who also painted a won- 
derful picture of the River Jordan on the wall behind the 
baptistry. This building was opened for worship on Sun- 
day, October 4, 1885. Steady growth of the organiza- 
tion soon necessitated more room, so in 1897 an annex 
was added to the east side of the building. 

With the passing years, this structure became too small, 
and on October 4, 1921, a site was purchased at the corner 
of West State and Garfield Streets. 
completed November 15 of that year. 

November 28, 1926, was the last Sunday services were 
held at the Union Street building, and the following Sun- 
day found full congregations seated in the pews which so 
recently had been fabricated and stored in the Terra Cotta 
Building on Meredith Street. 


The parsonage was 


Since its organization, the church has been served by 
sixteen pastors: 


1 peels) POOLE, celal oy einer spi 1883-1884 
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J. Ryland Murdoch................ 1898-1902 
Bimer W) Powell ccscccs.c.. cs 1902-1906 
OIE ASOIU IW CLG ss vive nevasteene 1906-1916 
Panaole Merrill iccsetievdimmecess 1916-1918 
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Pe Raymond Baker.............. 1927-1929 
Walter Charlesworth ............ 1930-1934 
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Rr EAOLACe, WW OO ieg.ces sare nae 1941-1943 
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Richard J. Thomas 


KENNETT MONTHLY MEETING 


“At the Western Quarterly Meeting held 17th day of 
eighth Month in the year 1814; The committee on the 
Request of Friends in the Vicinity of Kennett Square re- 
port that it will be best their request should be granted; 
which is concurred in by the Quarterly Meeting.” Thus, 
141 years ago began the organized service of the Re- 
ligious Society of Friends in Kennett Square. A meeting 
house was built in that year on the present location. The 
plot of ground was donated by Robert Lamborn. The 
original Meeting House was of modest stone construc- 
tion, white-washed walls and a shingled roof, with en- 
trances on the South and East. The original members 
were composed of Friends from New Garden, Old Ken- 
nett, New Garden and Center Meetings. Among those 
responsible for the formation of the Meeting were the 
Phillips, Chandler, Pennock, Mercer, Scarlett, Pierce and 
Way families. Early meetings were held at the home of 
John Phillips. 

The original building was razed in 1873 and a new 
Meeting House constructed facing East State Street. One 
of the outstanding members of Kennett Meeting was 
Samuel Martin, who took an active interest in the new 
building and had founded the First Day School in 1869. 
Others who served were Swithin C. Shortlidge, Mary Ann 
Martin, and Lydia Walton. In the early 1900's the build- 
ing facilities were brought up to date. In 1925 a large 
addition was built at the back to accommodate the First 
Day School. These rooms are used for community activites 
as well as for the Meeting activities. The present property 
of the Meeting includes the traditional burial ground 
which was the first in Kennett Square. Kennett Meeting 
is a part of Western Quarterly Meeting. There is a mem- 
bership of approximately 270 with a First Day School of 
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about 50 children. William G. Shoemaker serves as clerk 
with Mrs. J. Coates Webb and Mrs. James Maxwell as 
assistant clerks and Caroline Megilligan, treasurer. 


NEW GARDEN MEMORIAL CHURCH 


The church was originally located at a place called 
Bucktoe. A plot of ground on East Linden Street in Ken- 
nett Square was purchased in 1904. The old blacksmith 
shop on the property, after alterations, was used for serv- 
ices. Levi Plater was in charge of the purchase of the 
land. Rev. James Ryder was pastor in 1910 when the 
present church was built. The church was dedicated in 
1911 as the New Garden Memorial Church. The mortgage 
was burned in 1926 during the term of Rev. George B. 
Saunders. Under the leadership of Rev. John E. Harris, 
the auditorium was redecorated and new pews and pulpit 
furniture added in 1949. Borough, state and church 
dignitaries have participated in the ceremonies which 
marked important advancements in the church. Today it 
is considered one of the best churches, in its classification, 
in the Pennsylvania, Delaware and Maryland Conference. 
The Rt. Rev. O. W. Foward is Bishop and Rev. R. B. 
Hardin is pastor. Officers are L. L. Hazzard, secretary; 
Mary Douglas, Mamie Brooks, Alice Lee, Eva Hawkins, 
Margaret Warren, Mildred Carter, Sara B. Latta, Charles 
Latta, George Bond, Riley Jones, Harold Carter, Earl 
Jones. 


KENNETT SQUARE 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 


The church was organized on November 1, 1862 with 
24 charter members. The charter was granted June 13, 
1864 and the church building dedicated in the fall of 
1865. Rev. John S. Gilmor was the first pastor. A manse 
was erected in 1884, during the pastorate of the Rev. D. 
W. Moore. The early years of the 20th Century saw a 
steady growth in the church, which resulted in the erec- 
tion of a new church building which was dedicated in 
1910. By 1941 both the sanctuary and Sunday School 
departments were overcrowded, with the result that a 


Early Presbyterian Church 


building program was begun to rearrange the interior of 
the church sanctuary and extend the building. This project 
was completed in 1943 and the new addition dedicated. 
The Christian Education wing was dedicated in 1954. The 
present minister is the Rev. Herbert P. Landes. 


SAINT PATRICK’S 
ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH 


The birthday of St. Patrick’s Church in Kennett 
Square is Christmas Day, 1869. Previous to this date 
the Catholics of Kennett Square were attached to St. Jo- 
seph’s Parish, Brandywine, Delaware. When the State 
of Delaware was separated from the Archdiocese of Phil- 
adelphia on March 3, 1868, the Catholics of Kennett 
Square became part of the parish of St. Thomas the 
Apostle, Ivy Mills. Under the direction of Reverend John 
Wall, pastor of the Church of St. Thomas, a church was 
erected in Kennett Square on West South Street. The 
first services of worship were held there on Christmas Day, 
1869. This building is still standing. 

The first resident pastor, Reverend James F. Kelly, took 
charge of Saint Patrick’s in 1874. The Mission Church 
of St. Patrick’s parish at Landenburg was dedicated in 
1893, under the title of St. Francis Xavier. The present 
St. Patrick’s Church on Meredith Street was dedicated 
August 9, 1907. The pastor at that time was theRev- 
erend John O’Donel. Under the pastorate of Reverend 
Austin Grady, St. Patrick’s School was built in 1927. The 
school is staffed by the Sisters of Saint Joseph. Reverend 
Leo J. Phillips was rector from 1947 until his death this 
year. In January of this year, because of the illness of 
Father Phillips, Monsignor Howard R. Flood was ap- 
pointed as Administrator of St. Patricks parish. He and 
the Reverend Walter W. Fenwick, assistant rector are in 
charge until another appointment is made. 


SECOND BAPTIST CHURCH 


The Reverend James Brown came to Kennett Square 
to establish a church in 1891, With the help of James 
Hensley, services were begun in Taylor’s Hall at Cypress 
and Broad Streets. The church on South Willow Street 
was begun in 1892. Rev. Brown dug the first stone for 
the church from the quarry of John Diviney. The corner 
stone was laid in 1893. At first named Mount Calvary 
Baptist, the name was later changed to Second Baptist 
Church. Pastors who followed Rev. Brown were Rev. 
Haskins, Rev. J. Anderson, Rev. J. W. Suber and Rev. 
J. A. Taylor. New pews and new lighting were installed 
during the pastorate of Rev. Taylor. After the death of 
Rev. Taylor, the Reverend John Haley was called to the 
church. Members of the church have completed many 
improvements to the building under the leadership of Rev. 
Haley. James Desper is treasurer with Irene Scott serving 
as church clerk, 
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Education 
EARLY SCHOOLS 


The earliest schools were very small, usually patronized 
by the families living nearest to them. In 1825, Rebecca 
Gillingham conducted a school for girls and little boys at 
the home of her brother, Dr. Gillingham, This was “The 
Pines” which is just beyond the borough limits on the 
east. The school taught by Ruth Ann Chambers in 1830 
was located in a grove near the Chambers homestead. The 
Walter School House was on the Walter farm just south 
of town. Number One School, east of town, was in 
charge of the Kennett Square Preparative Meeting. In 
1834, Amy Pennock started a school in the garden of her 
father, Samuel Pennock. 


This is Eaton Academy 


Samuel Martin established a small private school in the 
borough about 1834. When it grew larger, he built the 
building on West State Street which now forms a part 
of the Friends’ Boarding Home. This was known as 
“The Kennett Square Female Seminary.” It was purchased 
in 1855 by Elisha Gatchell, M.D. and renamed the “Eaton 
Academy”’ in honor of Professor Eaton, a well-known New 
England instructor. The school passed through several 
hands and was purchased by Evan T. Swayne in 1865. 
It then became one of the chief educational institutions 
in southern Chester County. Mr. Swayne abandoned his 
occupation in 1877 when the Normal School became so 
popular that there was little demand for a private school. 
Dr. Franklin Taylor rented the property and sought to 
continue the work but was not successful. The building 
was used as a dwelling for a number of years until pur- 
chased in 1901 by the Western Quarterly Meeting. 

Orange Green School was organized at London Grove 
in 1850 by Sidney and Lydia Pusey. The school was 
named for an orange tree which grew on the grounds of 
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Orange Green School 


the Pusey home. The school was moved to the borough 
in 1854. The schoolroom, a frame building at the corner 
of Lincoln and State Streets, was removed a few years 
ago. The dormitory, a stone building next to this, is still 
standing. 

Swithin C. Shortlidge opened a school on the third 
floor of old Borough Hall in 1867. Two years later the 
school moved to a large brick building which had been 
erected on South Broad Street. It then became a board- 
ing school which was named the ‘‘Kennett Square Academy 
and Seminary.” Mr. Shortlidge moved his school to Media 
in 1874, The building was occupied by the Hofwyl Acad- 
emy for a short time. 

Martin Academy, on East State Street, opened about 
1878 and came under the direction of Kennett Monthly 
Meeting a few years later. Cedarcroft School, a prepara- 
tory school for boys, was established in the home built by 
Bayard Taylor and was attended by many local residents. 
The school operated in the early 1900’s and was the last 
private school of any size in the immediate vicinity. 


PUBLIC SCHOOLS 


The first public school was built on East Cypress Street 
about 1850. In 1869, the school moved to a two-room 
building erected on Mulberry Street. This was later ex- 
panded to four rooms. A violent wind and rain storm 
inflicted great damage to the building in 1878. School 
was conducted in temporary quarters until repairs could 
be made. A High School was built adjacent to the Ele- 
mentary School in 1915. 

It became evident, as time passed, that consolidation with 
the adjoining rural districts would be advantageous from 
both an educational and financial standpoint. The mat- 
ter of financing the project was an obstacle until Pierre 
S. duPont offered to provide the necessary funds beyond 
what it was possible for the community to raise. It was 
arranged to immediately put the matter before the resi- 
dents of the community and on May 20, 1930, the elec- 


tors of Independent Number 1 School District, New Gar- 
den and Kennett Townships and Kennett Square Borough 
decided by their ballots to erect a new and consolidated 
school. This vote resulted in the issuance of bonds total- 
ing $350,000. Mr. duPont, true to his pledge to the 
board, provided the additional $900,000 necessary for 
the project. 

The building, impressively situated at the climax of 
a long vista down South Broad Street, was begun Novem- 
ber 1, 1930, and completed one year later. The total 
cost of the original building was $1,109,000. In 1941 
a new wing and a garage unit were added. The cafe- 
teria was enlarged and an elementary wing completed in 
1954. A new industrial arts-vocational agriculture wing 
will be ready for use this year. These improvements and 
additions were made possible by Longwood Foundation, 
Inc. and personal contributions from Mr. duPont. 

A memorial organ installed in the school auditorium 
is dedicated to the memory of William Earle Rupert, su- 
pervising principal from 1917 until his death in 1951. 

Milman E. Prettyman assumed the duties of supervising 
principal on July 1, 1952. Mr. Prettyman estimates that 
more than 2,000 pupils will be enrolled for the current 
school term. To meet the ever-increasing enrollment, the 
Board of Education plans to erect a new elementary 
school in New Garden Township. Members of the Ken- 
nett Consolidated School Board are: New Garden Town- 
ship, Roland Pyle, Angelo Bertrando, Paul Middleton, Jr., 
Mrs. Collins, Ralph Sharpless; Kennett Township, Wil- 
liam J. Scarlett, John M. Johnson, Robert L. Hershey, J. 
Walter Mercer, Edward D, Hannum; Independent Num- 
ber 1 District, Norman L. Davidson, W. Milo Jackson, 
John L. Romig, Oscar H. Styer, Monroe L. Nute, Sr.; 
Kennett Borough, D, Duer Reynolds, J. J. Shoemaker, 
Mrs. Wilmer M. Hannum, Sharpless Worrall, Robert A. 
Craig. 


Community Organizations 


BAYARD TAYLOR MEMORIAL LIBRARY 


A group of interested citizens met at the home of 
William F. Wickersham in 1893 to consider the possi- 
bility of establishing a free public library as a memorial 
to Bayard Taylor. The group applied for a charter which 
was granted in January, 1895, in the name of the Bay- 
ard Taylor Memorial Library Association. Henry C. White 
was the contractor for the building which was erected on 
South Broad Street. Elaborate dedication ceremonies were 
held on September 12, 1896, with many relatives and 
friends of the author in attendance. Members of the first 
Board of Trustees were W. W. Polk, president; William 
F. Wickersham, secretary; D. Duer Philips, treasurer; S. 
Jones Philips, Joseph S. Heald, Edward Swayne, John L. 
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Balderston, M. P. Barnard, C. J. Pennock. Miss Alice 
Swayne was the first librarian. The library opened for 
use on September 28, 1896 and has been continuously 
operated since that time. Board members and others in- 
terested in the welfare of the library worked earnestly to 
clear the building of debt. The final payment on the 
mortgage was marked by a celebration in Library Hall 
in 1904, 

On September 12, 1946, a program celebrating the 
fiftieth anniversary of the dedication of the library was 
held in the auditorium of the Kennett Consolidated 
School. Dr. Francis Harvey Green, who had been present 


Bayard Memorial Library 


at the dedication, shared the rostrum with Mrs. Joseph 
Renier, grand-niece of Bayard Taylor. 

On December 19, 1951, the library closed for the first 
major alterations made to the building since it was built. 
Through the generosity of the Longwood Foundation, 
Inc. it was possible to make a complete rearrangement 
of the library floor, add new equipment and redecorate 
the first floor and outside of the building. 

According to the first annual report of the librarian, 587 
borrowers were registered during the year and 7,326 books 
loaned. Use of the library has gradually increased with 
circulation setting a record of 34,696 books loaned last 
year. The membership of 3,401 readers is drawn from 
the borough and surrounding townships. The library con- 
tains a book collection of approximately 15,000 volumes, 
magazines and newspapers, picture and pamphlet files, a 
clipping file and a reference file of periodicals. Special 
collections added in 1952 are the Harlan R. Cole Me- 
morial Collection of reference books about antiques and 
the Jean Cox Roser Collection of books for children and 
art books. Over the years, friends and relatives of Bayard 
Taylor have contributed mementos of the author to form 
a permanent historical exhibit. These include books, paint- 
ings and manuscripts. Many gifts of books and magazines 
are received annually. 

Until 1944, the library was supported by public sub- 
scriptions and the income from a small endowment fund. 
Since 1945, it has been a participating agency of the South- 
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eastern District Community Chest. An appropriation has 
been received from Borough Council since 1952 and from 
the School Board since 1953. The library has been fortu- 
nate in having board members who were actively inter- 
ested in supporting and expanding library service. They 
work under the firm conviction that the public library is 
a necessary and valued adjunct to the community. Mem- 
bers of the present Board are John M. Johnson, president; 
J. J. Shoemaker, vice president; Sara E. Voorhees, secre- 
tary; Caroline Megilligan, treasurer; Charles T. Porter, 
Mrs. Joel M. Walton, Mrs. George Ladley, J. Robert W4il- 
son, Robert L. Hershey. The librarian is Mrs. Harlan R. 
Cole who is assisted by Mrs. Worrall Chandler. 


KENNETT SQUARE 
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 


A meeting of the merchants of Kennett Square was held 
on July 13, 1926, for the purpose of organizing an as- 
sociation of retail merchants to function as a Chamber 
of Commerce. The first officers were John H. Voorhees, 
president; Herman Schmaltz, Jr., vice president; Clyde J. 
Miles, Secretary; William H. Margerum, treasurer. The 
first annual meeting and banquet was held on January 11, 
1927 at the American Legion Building. At a meeting held 
March 6, 1928, it was decided to admit auto dealers as 
a separate section. The By-Laws and the present name of 
the organization were adopted in May, 1930. At the meet- 
ings, mutual problems are discussed and an attempt made 
to establish a uniform policy for the members. At a meet- 
ing on January 25, 1944, Morton P. Darlington, one of 
the original and most faithful members, was unanimously 
given a life-time membership. The present membership is 
59. Officers for 1955 are Willam J. McCord, President; 
C. Maxwell Pierce, vice president; M. D. Fulton, secre- 
tary; Walter Emmott, treasurer. Directors are Bernard 
D. Bolen, Walter Emmott, F. Walter Grace, William J. 
McCord, James Moore, Monroe L. Nute, Jr., C. Maxwell 
Pierce, Elias Silverstein, Sharpless W. Worrall. 


AMERICAN RED CROSS 
KENNETT SQUARE BRANCH 


Activity for the Kennett Square Branch began during 
World War I when women of the community met to pre- 
pare surgical dressings. There were twelve women in the 
group. Mrs. Harry Courson was the first chairman of the 
organization. At the time there was no organized fund 
drive, although the group would make a collection to 
meet an emergency need in the town. The scope of the 
local branch of the American Red Cross has enlarged 
considerably since that time. There is a disaster commit- 
tee that gives assistance in case of fires or other local ca- 
tastrophies. The blood donor program has met with con- 
siderable success. The blood receiving station is usually set 


up in the basement of the Kennett Square Presbyterian 
Church. Through the blood insurance plan, group blood 
insurance is given to any group which has 35% of its 
membership donating, as well as to any family that has 
a member donor. The Grey Lady program provides volun- 
teer workers in nearby veterans’ hospitals and the nurses’ 
aides serve civilian hospitals in a similar capacity. The 
local branch also has a canteen service for mass feeding 
and coordinates the help of local service groups to serv- 
ice and veterans’ hospitals. First aid courses are given by 
qualified Red Cross instructors. A Motor Corps unit was 
formed last winter. Through its home service committee, 
the local branch lends assistance to servicemen and their 
families and acts as home contact agency for servicemen. 
A fund drive is conducted in March. Col. Howard C. Fair 
is chairman of the Kennett Square Branch. 


KENNETT BRANCH No. 1 OF THE 
CHESTER COUNTY HOSP. AUXILIARY 


Through the persuasive efforts of Dr. U. Grant Gif- 
ford, a group of twenty-six women, on October 16, 1919, 
met at the home of Mrs. Laura C. Booth for the purpose 
of organizing an auxiliary for the benefit of the Chester 
County Hospital, West Chester. This later became known 
as the Kennett Branch No. 1 of the Chester County 
Hospital. 

At the first meeting Mrs. Booth acted as chairman and 
Miss Abbie Walter as secretary. At this meeting, also, 
the following officers were elected: 


Mrs. Laura C. Booth, President; 

Mrs. Warren Sharpless, Vice President; 
Mrs. Fredric Carey, Secretary; 

Mrs. U. Grant Gifford, Treasurer. 


In a few days Mrs. Carey resigned as secretary and Mrs. 
Albert Marshall took her place. 

Mrs. Laura C. Booth, the founder, was to remain presi- 
dent until 1927 and vice president until her death, She 
was truly a loyal worker. A few years before her death 
Miss Booth’s interest prompted the forming of Branch No. 
2 by a group of colored women. 

Much sewing was done in those days. Money also came 
from the renting of silver and dishes, benefit card parties, 
rainy day bags, and rummage sales which was turned into 
the treasury by many committees. 

With the advent of the Community Chest the auxiliary 
signed up; now, once a year, they have a delightful card 
party and fashion show in the conservatory at Longwood 
Gardens. This nets a tidy sum which is turned over for use 
as those at the hospital see fit. 

Through the years, the auxiliary has done much for the 
hospital, and with its present 213 members continues to 
do so, 
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The current officers are: 


Mrs. Melvin Wood, President; 

Mrs. John Maney, Vice President; 
Mrs. L. E. Chappell, Secretary; 

Miss Caroline Megilligan, Treasurer. 


KENNETT BRANCH No. 2 OF THE 
CHESTER COUNTY HOSP. AUXILIARY 


The Chester County Hospital Auxiliary, No. 2, was 
organized on the first Friday in September, 1928. Dr. U. 
G. Gifford, Mrs. Laura Booth, Miss Kirk and Miss Poole 
were active in sponsoring the organization, Mrs. Eliza- 
beth Wright was the first president. The Auxiliary has 
given special beds, a moving picture machine, a deep freeze 
and other needed equipment to the hospital. Present of- 
ficers are Mrs. Pearl Bladen, president; Mrs. Margaret 
Bladen, vice president; Mrs. Ida Brown, treasurer; Rhodell 
A. Driggins, secretary. 


COMMUNITY NURSE COMMITTEE 


The Committee was organized in 1918. Miss Abbie 
Walter was the first nurse. The committee were Mrs. Harry 
Courson, Mrs. S. Jones Philips and Mrs. Eugene Chandler. 
Mrs. P. S. duPont was interested and contributed liber- 
ally. The area now served is that included in the South- 
eastern District Community Chest. Cases have increased 
greatly, with 2,721 recorded in the last yearly report. 
Mrs. Robert Ebert is the present nurse. Committee mem- 
bers are Mrs. Wayne Staats, chairman; Mrs. William Phil- 
lips, treasurer; Caroline Megilligan, secretary; Mrs. David 
P. Mason, Mrs. Frank Mundy, Mrs. Elwood Green, Mrs. J. 
J. Shoemaker, Elizabeth Buffington. 


KENNETT COMMUNITY SERVICE 


Several years ago, a project for community Christmas 
baskets was started by Leah and Walter Minshall. This 
grew by the financial assistance of organizations and in- 
dividuals. A meeting was called in February, 1955 to con- 
sider establishing a permanent organization to help the 
needy. This was formed in March with the following of- 
ficers: Leah Minshall, chairman; Elizabeth Buffington, sec- 
retary; Helen English, treasurer; Mrs. Elwood Green, Wal- 
ter Minshall, Mary Miller, A. Duer Pierce, Jr., Milman 
Prettyman, Frank McCauley, David Richter, Jack S. Myles, 
committee. The community Christmas baskets will con- 
tinue to be a project of this committee. 


KENNETT COMMUNITY SYMPHONY 
ORCHESTRA 


The possibility of having a local symphony orchestra was 
conceived by Dr. D. Duer Reynolds in the fall of 1941. 
After he discussed this plan with Ray Lyman Ott, its first 
and only conductor, it was decided to try to form such 


an orchestra for community cultural betterment. Dr. Reyn- 
olds was its first president and the orchestra was originally 
sponsored by the Chamber of Commerce, in cooperation 
with the Kennett New Century Club, the William W. 
Fahey Post, No. 491, American Legion and the Kennett 
Square Lions Club. Besides Dr. Reynolds the orchestra had 
Theodore Thompson, vice-president; Mrs. W. M. Han- 
num, secretary and Harold M. Roser, treasurer. Mrs. Han- 
num and Mrs. Roser have served in this capacity since its 
inception, Other presidents were Scott McMurtrie and 
Lewis D. Einstein. The present committee consists of Dr. 
John A. Zapp, president; Karl Forssmark, vice-president; 
Mrs. W. M. Hannum, secretary and Harold M. Roser, 
treasurer. 

The orchestra is now patron sponsored. Dr. Ernest 
Shaeffer has been a long time member of this important 
committee. Mrs. Joseph Hannum now heads the patron 
committee. 

The first concert was played on Tuesday evening, Feb- 
ruary 3, 1942. There were two concerts given this first 
season, and except for curtailment of some of the concerts 
during World War II, the orchestra has presented a regu- 
lar season of three concerts. 

The personnel of the orchestra numbers approximately 
fifty-five members. 

The orchestra has a music scholarship fund which pro- 
vides money to students of Kennett Square, Unionville 
and Avondale schools for further study in the field of 
music. 

Bonafide symphony orchestras in small towns are a rarity 
and the committee feels justly proud to have such an or- 
chestra and the splendid support of the community. 


KENNETT SQUARE FIRE COMPANY No. 1 


Kennett Square was twenty years old before there were 
any organized fire fighters or equipment for fighting fires. 
In the winter of 1874-75 the old pre-Revolutionary Uni- 
corn Inn caught fire and burned to the ground. The ef- 
fect of this fire launched the present fire company. Some 
forty citizens organized, and elected Isaac Richards, presi- 
dent; Nathan M. Garrett, vice president; Caleb P. Wick- 
ersham, secretary, and Elwood R. Green, treasurer. The 
officers presented a petition ‘“‘numerously signed’ to 
Borough Council and the outcome was a used hand 
pumper with hose and ladder. The old pumper will be 
on display during the Centennial. Robert Walker was 
the first fire chief. The hand pumper was the only piece 
of equipment, except a hose carriage, until 1901, when a 
chemical engine was purchased. A Silsby Steamer fol- 
lowed in 1905 and the first motorized truck in 1916. The 
present equipment consists of a 1,000 gallon, 750 and 
500 gallon pumpers. Kennett and Longwood Fire Com- 
panies jointly own and maintain a tank truck for fires 
where water is not available. The first ambulance was 


Kennett’s First Pumper 


bought in 1922 and a resuscitator in 1935. Both ambu- 
lance and fire duty operate on a volunteer basis. 

The State Street building was erected in 1906. It pro- 
vided an engine room, movie theatre operated by the fire 
company, and meeting rooms. In 1950, the theatre was 
leased to an independent operator. A new building, on 
South Broad Street, was dedicated in 1951. A clubroom 
was added to this in 1953. Initial funds for the building 
were raised by community subscription. Members of the 
fire company contributed many hours of voluntary labor 
and a considerable amount of material was supplied at 
cost. The Fire Company hopes to clear the building of 
debt this year. 

William E. Voorhees was president from 1905 to 1949. 
A placque to his memory is in the cardroom of the new 
building. Other officers who gave years of service were 
Caleb P. Wickersham, Lewis P. McFarlan, M. P. Dar- 
lington, William Swayne, Roland W. Taylor, J. Warren 
Kitts, Thomas F. Grady, C. W. Keenan, William D, War- 
fel, Sr, and DeWitt M. Scudder. The present officers are 
Elwood R. Green, president; Joseph M. Stabler, vice 
president; Robert F. Goddu, recording secretary; Francis 
P. Mundy, treasurer; James Grant, financial secretary; E. 
S. Fisher, Charles Fox, Harry H. Moore, trustees. Thomas 
Kelly is fire chief with Earl Emerson as 1st assistant; Clif- 
ford Zell, 2nd assistant; Robert Veasey, captain; Robert 
F. Goddu, lieutenant; William F. Kavanaugh, Jr., chief 
engineer; Thomas A. Kelly, chief hoseman; William Riale, 
assistant chief hoseman. 
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LADIES’ AUXILIARY TO 
KENNETT SQUARE FIRE COMPANY No. 1 


The Ladies’ Auxiliary was organized September 15, 1947 
with 28 charter members. The members are very proud 
of the fine quarters allotted to them in the fire company 
building. They have added equipment which enables them 
to serve banquets to large groups. Through these and other 
activities, the group has made substantial contributions to 
the fire company and the ambulance fund. The member- 
ship is now 283. Mrs. James Meadowcroft, Sr., is 
president. 


KENNETT SQUARE AUXILIARY TO THE 
MEMORIAL HOSPITAL WEST CHESTER 


The Auxiliary was organized April 29, 1921. Dr. 
Hughes was present to explain the purpose of the meet- 
ing. Mrs. Caleb Jackson was the first president. Charter 
members were Mrs. Elwood Marshall, Mrs. C. G. Gawth- 
rop, Estelle Marshall, Mrs. Joseph Gawthrop, Mrs. George 
Ladley, Mrs. Robert Dallas, Mrs. Elwood Cox, Mrs. Wil- 
liam Lang, Anna Entriken, Mrs. Sally Philips, Mrs. Charles 
B. Harvey, Elizabeth Kirk. At present there are 125 mem- 
bers. The auxiliary sponsors two semi-private rooms, com- 
pletely equipped. It has also given substantial financial 
assistance to the hospital. Mrs. M. E. Becker is now presi- 
dent of the organization. 


KENNETT SQUARE BRANCH 
NEEDLEWORK GUILD 


The Kennett Square Branch of the Needlework Guild 
of America was organized in 1894 by Miss Anna Dar- 
lington, President of the West Chester Branch and Miss 
Sara A. Martin of Kennett Square with the following of- 
ficers and directors: 


President 
Jane T. Barnard 


Vice-Presidents 


Mrs. Emma H. Larkin 
Mrs. Lucy B. Polk 


Mrs. Alice Durham 
Mary W. Cranston 


Secretary 
Mrs. William H. Weldin 


Treasurer 


Susanna T. Jonson 


Directors 


Mrs. Anna W. Graham 
Mrs. Eliz. M. Green 


Sarah A. Martin 
Eliza Thompson 


231 garments were collected and distributed. 


Two outstanding events are recorded. 
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The luncheon and Spring meeting held in the Presby- 
terian church in 1926 in honor of Madame Catell of 
France, who told of how much the Needlework Guild had 
done in her country. The other was the luncheon held at 
American Legion in 1930 when Mrs. Preston, National 
President of the Guild was the speaker. 

Mrs. Charles Bernard held the presidency for the long- 
est time—from 1915 until her death in 1938. 

In 1954 our Kennett Square Needlework Guild col- 
lected 2,720 garments and money contributions of $74.55. 
Approximately 500 of these garments remain in Kennett 
Square and are distributed by the Community Nurse and 
School Nurse. Nineteen Agencies in all received articles 
from our organization. At present our guild has 51 direc- 
tors. The present officers are as follows: 


President 
Mrs. H. Chandler Bernard 


Vice-Presidents 


Mrs. Edgar White 
Mrs. Thomas Kinsey 


Mrs. Ernest Saunders 
Mrs. M. E. Becker 


Secretary 
Mrs. J. J. Shoemaker 


Assistant Secretary 
Mrs. Richard Murphy 


Treasurer 


Miss Caroline Megilligan 


KENNETT AREA PARK AND 
RECREATION BOARD 


Kennett Square is the only town in Chester County 
offering a year-round program of leisure time pursuits, 
under the guidance of the Kennett Area Park and Rec- 
reation Board, and employing a full-time Recreation Di- 
rector. This program is in the sixth year of operation. 
The stated purpose is ‘To promote, encourage and super- 
vise the social, cultural and recreational activities in the 
borough of Kennett Square and the adjoining areas of 
Toughkenamon, Landenberg and Unionville.’ Recreation 
facilities in Kennett Square include the Mary D, Lang 
Playground and the Recreation Center located on Mul- 
berry Street. This was formerly the site of the Public 
School. The major portion of the old school building was 
demolished, leaving the section now being used as the 
Recreation Center. A minute from the records of the 
Kennett School Board dated May 7, 1935 reads... “it 
was decided to allow the playgrounds’ committee the use 
of the old school grounds for a playground, the grass to 
be kept mowed.” Records show that the American Legion 
accepted responsibility for the installing of equipment and 
upkeep of the playgrounds as of June 3, 1936, until the 
Kennett Area Park and Recreation Board was appointed 


in 1950. The board derives its authority from the Borough 
Council of Kennett Square, and receives operating funds 
from the borough and from the Southeastern District Com- 
munity Chest of Chester County. The Directors of the 
Board for the current year are Donald C. Boughton, chair- 
man; Richard M. Schoch, treasurer; Miss Marjorie Sin- 
clair, Mrs. Wilmer L. Hannum, Rev. Herbert P. Landes, 
Sharpless Worrall, Raymond Crossan, Howard T. Rayne 
and Harold C. Wright. Jack S. Myles, Recreation Director, 
serves as the Executive Secretary of the board. 


SOUTHEASTERN DISTRICT 
COMMUNITY CHEST 


Organization of the Southeastern District Community 
Chest began at a meeting held in the American Legion 
Building in Kennett Square on July 26, 1944. A Board 
of Governors, composed of one person from each partici- 
pating and contributing organization, was empowered to 
act for one year. Temporary officers were L. M. Han- 
num, chairman; William J. Scarlett, president; Samuel 
Harlan, treasurer; Harold M. Roser, secretary, C. Gilbert 
Hazlett, Mrs. Roland Grubb, Nicholas Nicotera, executive 
committee. The campaign goal for 1945 was $23,025. The 
community chest organization is administered by the Ken- 
nett Area Civic Association. "The officers for 1955 are 
Lewis D. Einstein, president; L. R. Bailey, Ashby Lar- 
more, vice presidents; Richard T. Worrall, treasurer; 
Marion D. Fulton, secretary. The campaign goal for 1955 
is $25,609, Participating agencies are the Boy Scouts, Girl 
Scouts, Community Nurse, Bayard Taylor Memorial 
Library, Chester County Hospital Auxiliary No. 1, Me- 
morial Hospital Auxiliary. 


BOY SCOUTS 


In 1910, shortly after the incorporation of the Boy 
Scouts of America, a troop of Boy Scouts was organized 
by Robert Schmaltz. A troop of 33 was organized under 
the same leadership in 1919 and became Troop 12 of the 
newly chartered Chester County Council. Soon becoming 
too large, the troop was divided into smaller groups which 
were sponsored by some of the churches. Leaders were 
Knowles Bowen, Robert Craig, Lee Jardot and Mr. 
Schmaltz. Others active in the early years were Joseph and 
Jesse Phillips, William D. Polk. Among the first Scouts 
were Thomas B. Worrall, William H. Everett, Clifford 
Findley, James Worrall, Sharpless Worrall, Edward Becker, 
Malcolm Burton and William Warfel. 

The Cub Packs and Scout Troops in Kennett Square 
now have a membership of 263. Cubmasters are David 
Stoddard, Pack 12 and Leonard Pevar, Pack 24. Scout- 
masters are Joseph F. Froning, Troop 12; James Gaw- 
throp, Troop 53; Hayes Clark, Troop 24; David Baz- 
zano, Troop 57; and Walker Brown, Troop 60. Among 
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those who have served Scouting well in an official capacity 
are Laurence B. Sawyne, Carl W. Lofland and Monroe L. 
Nute. Both Mr. Swayne and Mr. Nute have received the 
Silver Beaver Award for ‘distinguished service to boy- 
hood’. Under the present leadership of Joseph H. Balthis, 
Chairman of the Octoraro District, and C. Mason Dun- 
ham, District Commissioner, scouting in the Kennett area 
and the entire district is attaining new records in mem- 
bership and activities. 


GIRL SCOUTS 


One of the earliest leaders in scouting in Kennett Square 
was Mrs. Robert Merrick, who directed a troop of Girl 
Scouts in 1923. Mrs. William H. Baily, a member of the 
troop, still has her original uniform and scout book. Others 
active in the work were Mrs. Elias Auger, Mrs. Harrison 
Jackson and Mrs. Horace Sinclair, Sr. Mrs. DeWitt Scudder 
and Mrs. Harold Gawthrop, who served on the troop com- 
mittee in 1931, did much to make scouting known, and 
conducted the first financial drive in 1932. Mrs. Herbert 
McKinstry was instrumental in gaining the interest of the 
Kennett New Century Club as a sponsor of the scout 
movement. Mrs. Maynard S, Alexander served as neighbor- 
hood chairman and started the first Brownie troop in 1944 
with the help of Mrs. John W. Corman. Mrs. Russell P. 
Brewer has been associated with the Chester County Girl 
Scout Council, in various capacities for, the past 25 years. 
Under the leadership of Mrs. Roland Grubb, neighborhood 
chairman for 11 years, scouting expanded greatly. These 
are only a few of the many women who have served in 
Kennett Square. There are now 237 girls actively partici- 
pating in 7 Brownie Troops, 6 Intermediate Troops and 
2 Senior Girl Scout Troops. These girls are under the di- 
rection of 28 leaders who give their time and guidance 
each week throughout the year. The present neighbor- 
hood chairman is Mrs. George Fassett with Mrs. Charles 
Scherer as vice-chairman, and Mrs. John Tinder as sec- 
retary-treasurer. Members of the Chester County Girl Scout 
Council in this area are Mrs. Richard Ridgeway, Mrs. John 
Richardson, Mrs. William Farren, Mrs. Howard Young, 
Mrs. Rodman Ward. Mrs. Joseph Balthis serves as head 
of Camp Millstream, a Girl Scout Day Camp. 


Clubs 


KENNETT SQUARE BUSINESS AND 
PROFESSIONAL WOMEN'S CLUB 


The Business and Professional Women’s Club of Ken- 


nett was organized in the autumn of 1948 and received 
a charter from the National Federation in December of 


that year. The first president was Mrs. C. Aubrey Thomas. 
In addition to supporting the projects of the Pennsylvania 
Federation, which consist of financial aid to Women’s 


Medical College in Philadelphia, a scholarship to the Max- 
well School of Social and Political Science at Syracuse Uni- 
versity and supporting a foreign exchange student, the 
local club carries on a project of dental work for needy 
children of the Kennett Consolidated School. The club 
usually sponsors one major fund-raising event each year for 
the benefit of these projects. 

Through committees on public affairs, international re- 
lations, health and safety, education and vocations, legisla- 
tion, national security, radio and television, the club seeks 
to promote active and alert citizenship among the busi- 
ness women of Kennett Square. Current officers are Mrs. 
Hubert Ebbecke, president; Hannah K. Johnston, first 
vice-president; Grace Crawford, second vice-president; 
Mrs. Robert Dennison, recording secretary; M. Evelyn 
Green, corresponding secretary; Rosalie Leto, treasurer. 


KENNETT SQUARE GOLF AND 
COUNTRY CLUB 


The Kennett Square Golf and Country Club was char- 
tered and incorporated December 18, 1922, with the fol- 
lowing officers: John M. Chalfant, president; J. B. Swayne, 
vice-president; W. E. Voorhees, secretary; J. Walter 
Jefferis, treasurer. The membership was approximately 
200. A clubhouse was built one mile north of Kennett 
Square. A nine-hole golf course was laid out with the aid 
of Donald Ross, nationally known golf architect. The 
course, which has been increased to eighteen holes, is now 
one of the finest on the eastern seaboard. A swimming 
pool was built in 1954. The country club membership has 
increased to about 370. Present officers are Francis R. 
Tworzydlo, president; J. S. Brown, Jr., first vice-president; 
L. M. Hannum, second vice-president; Sara E. Voorhees, 
secretary-treasurer; Francis R. Tworzydlo, J. S. Brown, Jr., 
L. M. Hannum, A. Duer Pierce, Trumbull Blake, George 
E. Dutton, Jr., E. R. Jones, George B. Hubbard, Dr. H. 
S. McKinstry, board of governors. 


NEW CENTURY LODGE No. 1122 
INDEPENDENT ORDER ODD FELLOWS 


New Century Lodge No. 1122, Independent Order Odd 
Fellows was constituted March 9, 1901. The first officers 
were Noble Grand, Franklin Bernard; Vice Grand, Harry 
D. Weaver; Secretary, Vernon T. Beeby; Treasurer, Pen- 
nell Taylor; Financial Secretary, A. W. Gregg. Meetings 
are held in the Auditorium building. Officers for this term 
are Noble Grand, John J. Drennen; Vice Grand, George 
Wellmier; Financial Secretary, William Sheridan; Record- 
ing Secretary, Harry Buffington; Treasurer, Charles W. 
Pyle; Right Supporter, Edgar White; Left Supporter, 
George Zell; Warden, Charles Mellotte; Conductor, 
Ezekiel B. Gheen; Right Seen Supporter, Walter P. Malin; 
Left Seen Supporter, W. Irvin Peoples; Chaplain, Walter 
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Hollingsworth; Out Side Guardian, Edward Eastburn; In- 
side Guardian, John Taylor; Vice Grand appointments, 
Right Supporter, Ralph Littleton; Left Supporter, Roy 
Pugh; Trustees, George Zell, Harry Buffington, John J. 
Drennen. 


THE ITALIAN-AMERICAN 
CITIZENS’ LEAGUE 


The Italian American Citizens’ League of Kennett 
Square, Pennsylvania, was chartered under the laws of the 
Commonwealth on July 10, 1922, in a decree handed 
down by Court of Common Pleas of Chester County. The 
organization was founded primarily as a mutual aid so- 
ciety to provide both financial and moral assistance to its 
members, and to contribute directly and indirectly to the 
welfare of the community. The first officers were Archie 
Ruggieri, president; Frank Ferrari, vice-president; Nicho- 
las Mattoscio, treasurer. In the early ‘thirties’, the group 
erected a clubhouse at Waywood, east of the borough, 
which was later supplanted by the present building. The 
beautiful memorial to the pioneering spirit of the early 
founders of the League was erected in 1949 on a site oppo- 
site the former clubhouse. The most recent of many con- 
tributions of the League toward the welfare of the com- 
munity has been to make the former clubhouse available 
for local Boy Scout activities. Present officers are Louis 
Cocciolone, president; Hugo Taraboletti, vice-president; 
William Manfredi, treasurer; Salvatore Santucci, recording 
secretary and Lawrence Giancola, financial secretary. 


LADIES’ AUXILIARY TO THE 
ITALIAN-AMERICAN CITIZENS LEAGUE 


The Ladies’ Auxiliary was organized in October, 1952, 
with a membership of approximately 50. First officers were 
Mrs. Edgar Carozzo, president; Mrs. Kenneth Thomas, 
vice-president; Mrs. Hugo Maucher, treasurer; Mrs. John 
Ortaldo, recording secretary; Mrs. Anthony Pannell, cor- 
responding secretary. The membership has increased yearly 
and now numbers more than 100. The Auxiliary con- 
tributes to various community projects and specializes in 
serving dinners to groups and wedding parties. Present 
officers are Mrs. Ernest Maraldo, president; Ann Tomaino, 
vice-president; Mrs. Gus D’Antonio, treasurer; Mrs. Al- 
bert Feliciani, recording secretary; Mrs. Richard Schoch, 
corresponding secretary. 


KENNETT SQUARE GARDEN CLUB 


The Kennett Square Garden Club was organized in 
March, 1934. Miss Laura K. Worrall was the first presi- 
dent. Membership is limited to 35 with 5 associate mem- 
bers. In the community the club sponsors a spring plant 
“give away’, is responsible for civic planting and me- 
morial trees, and cooperates with other clubs. in the school 


flower show. Two club members arrange flowers at the 
Pocopson Home each week. The club library has been 
given to the Bayard Taylor Memorial Library for the gen- 
eral use of the public. Members have acted as judges as 
well as exhibiting at nearby shows. The club is a member 
of the Brandywine Valley Association, Red Clay Valley 
Association and the Garden Club Federation. Officers are 
Mrs. W. Wallace White, president; Mrs. Wilmer M. Han- 
num, vice-president; Mrs. Carl W. Lofland, 2nd _ vice- 
president; Mrs. William O. Walter, recording secretary; 
Elizabeth Mitchell, corr. secretary; Mrs. Cyril Acheson, 
treasurer. 


KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
SAINT PIUS X, COUNCIL 3858 


The Knights of Columbus in this area was organized 
through an initial ceremony on June 15, 1954 and held 
the first meeting on June 22, 1954. On organization the 
membership was 99 and has now grown to 158. Meet- 
ings ate held at the Sons of Italy Hall at Kennett 
Square. The use of the hall is greatly appreciated by the 
members of the lodge. The first officers were Joseph 
Gormley, Grand Knight; John Deveney, Deputy Grand 
Knight; Francis McCauley, Chancellor; Edward Farber, 
Recorder; Philip Haw, Financial Secretary; Joseph Andri- 
ole, Treasurer; Frank Perna, Lecturer; George Brutscher, 
Advocate; John Curtin, Warden; John Gallo, Inside 
Guard; Michael Bove, Outside Guard; Anthony DeValiero, 
Andrew Connell, Nicholas Gallo, Trustees. The lodge 
sponsors a baseball team and other youth activities. Pres- 
ent officers are James Petrucci, Grand Knight; Vincent 
Loftus, Deputy Grand Knight; Edward Lynch, Chancellor; 
Joseph Fiori, Recorder; Philip Haw, Financial Secretary; 
Joseph H. Dewire, Lecturer; Joseph Andriole, Treasurer; 
George Brutscher, Advocate; William McGovern, Warden; 
Michael Bove, Inside Guard; Fred De Medio, Eugene 
D’Amico, Outside Guards; Harold Blake, Anthony De- 
Valiero, Edward Farber, Trustees. 


AUXILIARY TO THE KNIGHTS OF 
COLUMBUS, POPE PIUS X COUNCIL 3858 


The Auxiliary was organized February 3, 1955 with 
twelve members present. The membership consists of 
Catholic women, over high school age, living in southern 
Chester County. The first annual Communion breakfast 
was held August 7, 1955. The Auxiliary assists the Knights 
of Columbus Council in promoting Catholic Youth Ac- 
tivity and Catholic welfare. Because of world situations, 
it was decided to dedicate the meetings to Our Lady 
Queen of Peace. Officers installed May 9, 1955, are Dora 
D’Emedio, president; Joanna Jones, vice president; Dolly 
Ferranto, secretary; Mary Haw, treasurer. 


26 


LIONS CLUB 


The Kennett Square Lions Club, oldest major service 
club in the Kennett area, was organized March 2, 1925 
with 27 charter members. During its thirty years of ex- 
istence, over two hundred local men have been mem- 
bers. Of these, at least four have gained international 
recognition in Lionism and in professional accomplish- 
ment. The club joined the International Association of 
Lions Clubs in June, 1925. The first officers were Wil- 
liam S. Worrall, president; George B. Scarlett, James M. 
Worrall, Joseph Way, vice-presidents; John Pratt, secre- 
tary; J. Walter Jefferis, treasurer; William N. Worrall, 
lion tamer; Carl W. Lofland, tail twister; William Lang, 
Charles G. Gawthrop, Henry W. Marshall, Herbert V. 
Lindsay, directors. The purpose of the Kennett Square 
Lions Club is to furnish organized leadership for com- 
munity development by recognizing community needs, 
and effecting remedies for existing needs, either by inde- 
pendent effort or through cooperation with other agencies. 
The major activity of the club is promoting sight conserva- 
tion and prevention of blindness, particularly among the 
children of the community. Officers elected in June, 1955, 
are William J. Scarlett, president; A. Bennett Darling, 
Robert W. Tunis, Lewis D. Einstein, vice-presidents; 
Richard M. Westfall, secretary; C. Beverly Hannum; treas- 
urer; Francis W. Glaze, Jr., lion tamer; Edward H. 
Quigley, William G. Shoemaker, tail twisters; George K. 
LeVan, J. Walter Minshall, Charles T. Porter, Milman E. 
Prettyman, directors. 


KENNETT LITTLE THEATRE 


In the same year that Kennett Square was celebrating 
its 75th anniversary a small group of residents who were 
interested in the drama formed the “Kennett Little 
Theatre”’. 

In the twenty five years since then, Kennett Little 
Theatre has presented several three act plays and innumer- 
able one act plays and readings. They also have studied 
make-up, directing, authors, and contemporary drama. 
They have entered several play contests, and some of their 
members have earned awards for their acting. Little 
Theatre members have also been active in the pageant 
presented annually by the American Legion at Long- 
wood Gardens. 

In 1936 the Little Theatre began a pleasant association 
with the Kennett Lions Club in the presentation of a 
three act play, the proceeds of which were used for blind 
prevention work. 

In 1945 the Kennett Little Theatre Scholarship Fund 
was initiated. Since then, a scholarship play has been pre- 
sented each year. The money raised is given promptly in 
scholarships to Kennett High School graduates. All the 
money in the fund is kept separate from the regular 
treasury. Since 1945, eighteen Kennett graduates have re- 


ceived forty-six grants and two loans, totalling eight 
thousand seven hundred and twenty five dollars ($8,725) 
from this fund. 

The first meetings were held in “Library Hall’ in the 
Bayard Taylor Memorial Library. Here, too, were given 
their first plays, on a small stage fitted with curtains, flats, 
and temporary footlights. Most of the meetings in the early 
years were held in the homes of members. In 1947, how- 
ever, the generosity of the late Mr. Pierre S. duPont made 
available for use the Longwood Meeting House. They 
have held most of their subsequent meetings there. 

During their twenty five years, they have produced a 
number of well known plays, including “Blithe Spirit’, 
“Papa Is All’, “The Night of January Sixteenth”, “The 
Dover Road’, “The Man Who Came to Dinner’, “Arsenic 
and Old Lace’, ‘Pygmalion’, “Harvey”, and, most re- 
cently, “Arms and the Man”. 

The vitality and interest of the group members is mani- 
fested in the fact that even though only one charter mem- 
ber is still active in Little Theatre work, the Kennett Little 
Theatre is still very much a going concern. In the past 
year, in addition to their scholarship play, they produced 
one act plays for Kennett Rotary, Kennett New Century 
Club, and the Eastern Star. They also presented a “Night 
of Three One Acts” for the entertainment of their patrons 
and advertisers. 


KENNETT LODGE No. 475, F. & A. M. 


Acting upon the petition of eighteen men, a Masonic 
Lodge was constituted in Kennett Square, in 1870. The 
first meeting was held in old Borough Hall in July, 1870. 
Officers were Samuel Hershberger, Master; Nathan S. 
Lewis, Senior Warden; Joseph Kilgore, Junior Warden. On 
July 14, 1883, the lodge moved to a new location in the 
Chalfant Building. The lodge continues to occupy quar- 
ters in the building which is now known as the Voorhees 
Building. Present officers are William D. Anderson, Mas- 
ter; Bradford Bowman, Senior Warden; Julian Thomas, 
Junior Warden; J. Warren Kitts, secretary; J. Howard 
Gawthrop, treasurer. 


KENNETT NEW CENTURY CLUB 


The Kennett New Century Club was organized Feb- 
ruary 22, 1896 by a small group of progressive Kennett 
women, advised by members of the Wilmington New 
Century Club, The stated purpose was ‘To get women 
together and acquainted, to get them to think together, 
and after a time to work together for the common good 
of the community’ There were 45 charter members. Mrs. 
Taylor Scarlett was the first president. First meetings were 
held in the Swayne Building. In the fall of 1896, the club 
moved to permanent quarters in Library Hall. In 1897 
the club became federated. In 1923 it was incorporated 
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and purchased ground upon which to build. The club- 
house on Cypress Street was dedicated in October, 1927. 
Membership has increased to 180. The club does not have 
a closed membership and welcomes interested women of 
the Kennett area. The club has pioneered in many educa- 
tional and civic activities, has sponsored new organiza- 
tions and contributed financially to many. Officers are Mrs. 
John L. Maney, president; Mrs. Merrill Myers, 1st vice- 
president; Mrs. John R. Hosch, 2nd vice-president; Mrs. 
Roy M. Miller, recording secretary; Miss Mary B. Miller, 
corresponding secretary; Mrs. Thomas F, Arden, treasurer. 


KENNETT SQUARE CHAPTER 
ORDER OF THE EASTERN STAR No. 513 


The Kennett Square Chapter No. 513, Order of the 
Eastern Star, was constituted February 16, 1952 with 68 
charter members. The presiding officers at that time were 
Mrs. Cyrus L. Thomas, Worthy Matron, and Wilbor E. 
Hannahs, Worthy Patron. Through the Grand Chapter of 
Pennsylvania the local chapter assists in rehabilitation in 
the veterans’ hospitals, financial awards for students in 
religious education and training and other worthy projects. 
The chapter has enjoyed a steady growth since its organt- 
zation. Present officers are Mrs. J. Earl Griffith, Worthy 
Matron, and Wilbor E. Hannahs, Worthy Patron. 


OPTIMIST CLUB 


The Optimist Club of Kennett Square received its char- 
ter on October 5, 1949. Dr. William H. Everett was the 
first president of the club. The motto of the club, “Friend 
of the Boy’, has been carried out in various ways. One 
of the first activities was transporting three busloads of 
boys who had never seen a big league ball game to witness 
a Phillies game. The club sponsors a Little League base- 
ball team, a farm team for boys too young for Little 
League, and the Kennett Choppers, a fully equipped foot- 
ball team for boys up to about the age of 15. A Little 
League ball field was built and is maintained on the north- 
ern edge of town. The ground was donated for use by 
Harold C. Wright, a past president. Funds for this and 
other projects were raised by activities ranging from bakes 
to scrap drives. Another source of income is the Ken- 
nett Horse Show. This event, sponsored by the club for 
the past three years, is becoming one of the best small 
horse shows in this section of the country. In 1953, the 
club gained international recognition by having the high- 
est percentage of attendance of any club in Optimist Inter- 
national. Officers of the club for this year are Alfred 
Delduco, president; H. Edwin Thomas, Anthony Rizzotte, 
W. H. Marston, Fred Hirsch, vice-presidents; Aurelio 
Baccino, secretary; Paul Middleton, Jr., treasurer; Paul De- 
wire, sergeant at arms. 


KENNETT SQUARE ROTARY CLUB 


In 1949, a group of business and professional men in 
Kennett Square, desiring to become better acquainted for 
the purpose of rendering greater community service, €X- 
plored the possibility of obtaining a charter for a Rotary 
Club. With the West Chester club as sponsor, negotiations 
were completed and the charter presented to the new club 
at a banquet held at the Kennett Square Golf and Coun- 
try Club on November 1, 1949. The first officers were 
James N. J. Meadowcroft, 3rd, president; Isaac P. Davis, 
vice-president; George Freter, secretary; William E. Voor- 
hees, treasurer; Samuel H. Rizzotte, sergeant at arms; H. 
B. Chalfant, Joseph Kanofsky and Arthur C. Whittier, 
directors. Membership in Rotary is limited by classifica- 
tions, whereby each business or profession is represented 
by one man, with provision for an additional active mem- 
ber. This provides a means for forming an effective organi- 
zation which reaches into every distinct business and pro- 
fessional service within the community. The club has en- 
joyed a slow but steady growth, having a current mem- 
bership of forty. Among the achievements of Kennett 
Rotary are sponsoring a Boy Scout troop; boys’ basketball 
and baseball teams; bicycle safety campaign; sending two 
boys to Camp Delmont each year for leadership training; 
audiometer to test the hearing of school children; scholar- 
ships totalling $500 granted each year to graduates of 
Kennett Square and Unionville High Schools; clothing 
drives for Korea and Germany; raised $2,550 towards a 
new ambulance. Last year the club entertained Alain 
Chaintron, a young student from Paris, as a guest in 
Rotary homes for eight weeks. This year a similar visit 
has been arranged for Christian Velder, a student from 
West Berlin. While in America, these young men have an 
Opportunity to visit industries, schools and farms, and to 
observe family life. The club aspires to make this an an- 
nual project. Present officers are Harvey E. Atkinson, 
president; John A. Zapp, vice-president; William R. Errett, 
secretary; Fred Abbondi, treasurer. 


THE SEEDLINGS 


The Seedlings, newest of the three garden clubs in Ken- 
nett Square, was organized in April, 1954, under the 
sponsorship of Spade and Trowel. It is now a member of 
the Garden Club Federation of Pennsylvania. The inter- 
ests of the club are in the fields of both horticulture and 
flower arrangement. Meetings are held on the fourth 
Wednesday of each month in the homes of the members. 
Membership is limited currently to twenty-five. 

The first president of the club was Mrs. Charles Shoe- 
maker. Current officers are: president, Mrs. Robert Mc- 
Kinstry; vice-president, Mrs. John Andreen; recording sec- 
retary, Mrs. Jon Govatos; corresponding secretary, Mrs. 
Robert Calhoun; and treasurer, Mrs. Albert Dutton. 
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UNITED LODGE No. 664 
ORDER SONS OF ITALY IN AMERICA 


Under the name of Lodge Machiavelli, the first Sons 
of Italy Lodge in this area was established in Avondale 
in 1917, with Archie Ruggieri as Venerable (president). 
Lodge Imperiale was organized in Kennett Square and 
merged with the Avondale order in 1944. Under the 
merger the lodge is now known as United Lodge No. 664. 
Spirito Capra was elected to serve as its first Venerable. 
The membership, now more than 400, find worthwhile 
activities, broad interests, relaxation, and good fellowship 
in the lodge. A two-story brick building was erected just 
outside the borough in 1949. The facilities of the build- 
ing have been made available to various local organiza- 
tions to help promote youth activities. The Ladies’ Aux- 
iliary, known as the ‘Sunshine Guild’’, assists with lodge 
projects. The lodge sponsors a football team for the youth 
of the community, irrespective of race, color or creed. The 
members of United Lodge help to maintain the Dante 
School, an orphanage located at Concordville, and a mod- 
ern addition which provides for the care of aged mem- 
bers of the lodge. The Order Sons of Italy in America 
is celebrating its Golden Jubilee this year. Present officers 
of United Lodge are Mrs. Gus D’Antonio, Venerable; 
Charles Fiore, assistant Wenerable; James Petrucci, sec- 
retary; Mrs. Anthony Di Norscia, financial secretary; 
Eugene Di Filippo, Sr., treasurer; Louis Strengari, Sr., ex- 
Venerable; Henry Raimato, orator; Alphonso Vattilano, 
guard; Mrs. Paul Della Pelle, Mrs. Louis Strengari, Sr., 
mistresses of ceremonies; Mrs. Paul Pesce, Alfred De 
Felice, John Fecondo, Frank Di Cristofaro, trustees. 


SOUTHERN CHESTER CO. SPORTSMEN’S 
AND FARMERS’ ASSOCIATION 


At an organizational meeting at the Recreation Center 
on March 16, 1948, Game Protector Peter J. Filkosky 
outlined the purpose of a sportsmen’s club in the Ken- 
nett Square area. A constitution was adopted and officers 
elected at a meeting on March 30, 1948. The first officers 
were Warrington Guthrie, Jr., president; James Crawford, 
vice-president; Donald McKelvie, secretary; J. Walter Min- 
shall, treasurer. Membership in the first year was about 300. 
The organization has since created a junior membership 
for those 16 years of age or under, for the purpose of 
teaching young people to become better sportsmen and 
skilled in the handling of firearms. Club projects include 
propagation of pheasant and quail; winer feeding; stock- 
ing streams; conservation and reforesting and a general 
program to conserve wildlife and promote good sports- 
manship. The club issues a monthly magazine and makes 
a yearly contribution to the Bayard Taylor Memorial 
Library. The membership is now about 1,600. The pres- 
ent officers are Eugene Bertogli, president; George Well- 
meier, vice-president; Merle Hostetter, secretary; Leon 
Mazzio, treasurer. 


SPADE AND TROWEL GARDEN CLUB 


The club was organized in 1939 under the sponsorship 
of the Kennett Garden Club. Membership is limited to 
25 with 4 associate members and 2 honorary members. A 
beautification program for the community was established 
in 1944. In 1948, contributions were made for memorial 
trees in this vicinity and on the Blue Star Memorial High- 
way. The club is very active in the community. Each year 
it distributes seeds to school children and sponsors a 
school flower show. A year-round flower pick-up collects 
from ten local flower growers each week for Valley Forge 
Hospital and the Pocopson Home. The club has donated 
books to the Bayard Taylor Library, sent gifts and seeds 
abroad and assisted with Chester County Day, A Com- 
munity Flower Show is held each year. Members have suc- 
cessfully exhibited at adjacent shows and the Philadelphia 
Flower Show. Officers are Mrs. A. B. Darling, president; 
Mrs. A. Duer Pierce, Sr., vice-president; Mrs. M. S. Alex- 
ander, recording secretary; Mrs. Phillip Janvier, cor- 
responding secretary; Mrs. Thomas Jackson, treasurer. The 
club is a member of the Garden Club Federation, Brandy- 
wine Valley Association and Red Clay Creek Valley 
Association, 


WYANOKE COUNCIL No. 278 
DEGREE OF POCAHONTAS 


Wyanoke Council No. 278 was instituted on June 7, 
1923 with 42 charter members. The Degree of Pocahontas 
is one of the oldest fraternal orders in existence. The first 
officers were Emma Fox, Pocahontas; Bertha Miles, 
Prophetess; Elizabeth White, Wenonah; Erma Street, 
Powhatan; Anna Palmer, Keeper of Records; Carrie 
Cooper, Collector of Wampum; Elsie Sill, Keeper of Wam- 
pum. The council, which meets bi-monthly in the Audi- 
torium building, now has a membership of 60. Current 
officers are Myrtle Allaband, Pocahontas; Sara Wood- 
ward, Prophetess; Marie James, Wenonah; Ruth Hipkins, 
Powhatan; Dorothy Hartman, Keeper of Records; Mary 
Dadley, Collector of Wampum; Edith Newell, Keeper 
of Wampum. 


WYANOKE CRAFT DAIRY MAIDS #2781, 


Wyanoke Craft and Dairy Maids No. 2781/4 was insti- 
tuted on January 25, 1926, with 32 charter members. 
The first officers were Mary Shivery, Past Chief Dairy 
Maid; Victorine Wilkinson, Chief Dairy Maid; Grace 
James, Assistant Chief Dairy Maid; Lydia S. Levenite, 
Guard of the Dairy; Jennie Russell, Secretary of Cow Lan- 
guage; Florence Bird, Collector of Pails; May Grant, 
Keeper of Pails. This is a fun and fellowship lodge, to 
which only members of a Pocahontas Council are eligible 
for membership. The local branch received a distinctive 
honor in 1951, when Blanche W. Brown became State 
Chief Dairy Maid, the highest office attainable. There are 
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now 47 members whose officers are Sara Woodward, Past 
Chief Dairy Maid; Emma Ruoss, Chief Dairy Maid; Myrtle 
Allaband, Assistant Chief Dairy Maid; Ruth Hipkins, 
Guard of the Dairy; Grace Hackman, Secretary of Cow 
Language; Mary Dadley, Collector of Pails; Dorothy Hatrt- 
man, Keeper of Pails. 


Military Organizations 


CARTER-MILLER-JOHNSON POST NO. 8984 
WE: W, 


The Carter-Miller-Johnson Post No. 8984, V. F. W. was 
instituted in December, 1948. The post was named in 
memory of Joseph Carter and Cheyney Miller, veterans of 
World War I and Oscar Johnson, veteran of World War 
II. The post home on Birch Street was acquired during the 
administration of the first commander, Harold Carter. 
Projects include work in veterans’ hospitals and assistance 
to the needy in the community. The present commander 
is Curtis Watson. 


LADIES’ AUXILIARY, CARTER-MILLER- 
JOHNSON POST, No. 8984, V.F.W. 


An organization meeting of the Ladies’ Auxiliary was 
held in October, 1948. The first officers were ‘Mrs. Rod- 
man Cook, president; Mrs. James Jones, secretary; Mrs. 
Harold Carter, treasurer. The auxiliary has promoted 
parties at veterans’ hospitals, donated Christmas baskets 
and other assistance for the needy. The late Mrs. Monte 
Miller was the only Gold Star mother among the mem- 
bership. Officers installed June 14, 1955, are Mrs. James 
Hawkins, president; Mrs. Charles Latta, secretary; Mrs. 
Howard Driver, treasurer. 


SWAYNE-CAMPBELL-TESTA POST 
No. 5467, V.F.W. 


The Swayne-Campbell-Testa Post No. 5467, V. F. W. 
was instituted February 6, 1946 with 188 charter mem- 
bers. The organization was named for three men of the 
Kennett area. These were Lawrence Swayne, who died 
in Czechoslovakia; Noel Campbell, reported missing in 
action in South Africa, and Anthony Testa, killed in action 
in New Guinea. The post was enlarged by joining with 
the West Grove post in April, 1949. The post home was 
acquired in the same year. The first commander was J. 
Norman Connell. The post continues to grow and partici- 
pates in many community activities. Present officers are 
Anthony DeLaurentis, commander; August Racca, senior 
vice commander; Herman Ferraro, junior vice com- 
mander; Richard Edwards, quartermaster; Calvin Brackin, 
adjutant; Charles Ferraro, chaplain; A. A. Delduco, post 
advocate; Linton Mercer, surgeon; J. Jackson Woods, serv- 
ice officer. 


LADIES’ AUXILIARY, SWAYNE-CAMPBELL- 
TESTA POST, No. 5467, V.F.W. 


Plans for the organization were begun in July, 1947. 
The auxiliary was instituted October 6, 1947 with 26 char- 
ter members. The first officers were Mrs. Ada Becker, presi- 
dent; Mrs. Anna Newell, Sr., Mrs. Cosmo Bugliani, vice- 
presidents; Mrs. Rose Bertogli, secretary; Mrs. Lena Dyer, 
treasurer. Meetings were held at the homes of members 
until the post home was acquired. There have been three 
Gold Star Mothers, Mrs. Mabel Swayne, Mrs. Lillian 
Campbell and the late Mrs. Testa. Various fund-raising 
activities have enabled the auxiliary to assist the post finan- 
cially. Other projects sponsored by the group include 
first aid classes, contributions to the needy, Christmas 
baskets, parties at veterans’ hospitals, Heart Fund and 
Buddy poppies. Present officers are Anna Bonifacino, presi- 
dent; Helen De Laurentis and Erminio Odorisio, vice- 
presidents; Eleanor Steimle, treasurer; Edith McKay, chap- 
lain; Marian Johnson, conductress; Frances Baccino, guard; 
Rose Bertogli, secretary; Evelyn Messick, patriotic instruc- 
tor; Clara Cox, flag bearer; Hazel Taylor, banner bearer; 
Marie Irvin, historian; Margaret Bonsall, Marie Irvin, 
trustees. The organization is dedicated to “honor the dead 
by helping the living”. 


WILLIAM W. FAHEY POST No. 491 
AMERICAN LEGION 


The William W. Fahey Post No. 491, American Legion, 
was organized in the fall of 1919. Dr. Carl W. Lofland, 
who devoted much time to the work of organizing, be- 
came the first commander. The charter was issued August 
1, 1920. The meetings were held in various places until 
the present building was erected. Money to erect the build- 
ing was raised by selling non-interest bearing bonds. The 
first bond was sold to William A. Sheridan. The original 
members worked earnestly to keep the building going and 
pay off the bonds. Many persons donated bonds and the 
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remainder have all been paid off by the post. The Ladies’ 
Auxiliary contributed towards the debt with funds raised 
by serving banquets. The post membership of 485 is com- 
prised of veterans of World War I, World War II and 
the Korean conflict, who have served their country honor- 
ably. A service organization, the post participates in the 
following Americanism activities: sponsors a Boy Scout 
troop; promotes junior athletics; American Legion school 
medal awards to five schools; conducts an essay contest 
in three high schools; entertains hospitalized veterans; con- 
ducts a flag education program; presents flags to schools 
and other organizations; civilian defense; contributes to 
Tide of Toys, CARE, Scotland School, Keystone Boys 
Camp and to community agencies. The proceeds to carry 
out the program come from the annual pageant held at 
Longwood Gardens through the cooperation of the Long- 
wood Foundation, Inc. The officers for 1955 are com- 
mander, Harvey Polen; vice-commander, Edward J. Nilan, 
Jr.; adjutant, Clifford Findley; finance officer, Samuel 
Goss; chaplain, Herbert Landes; historian, John Fiore; ser- 
geant at arms, Lee Jardot and William Brown. 


LADIES’ AUXILIARY, WILLIAM W. FAHEY 
POST N. 491, AMERICAN LEGION 


The Auxiliary to the William W. Fahey Post No. 491 
was established in 1921 for the purpose of supporting and 
aiding the post in carrying out a program of community 
service and veteran rehabilitation. Without deviating from 
the original purpose, the Auxiliary has also carried out 
many independent endeavors. Mrs. Horace Sinclair, Sr., 
was the first president. The Frances Sinclair Award, given 
annually to the outstanding senior history student at Ken- 
nett High School, was established in her honor. The count- 
less banquets served by the Auxiliary have been an im- 
portant source of income for the activities sponsored by 
the group. These include aid to Boy Scouts and Girl 
Scouts, Seeing Eye, Little Theatre, Scotland School, com- 
munity playground, Pennock Memorial Park, Christmas 
baskets, Community Chest, March of Dimes, Needlework 
Guild, civilian defense, Americanism Medal Award and 
Bayard Taylor Memorial Library. Members serve as volun- 
teer workers at the Coatesville Veterans’ Hospital. 
Planned entertainment is provided throughout the year for 
the veterans’ hospitals in the area. The organization owns 
six wheel chairs which are loaned where needed in the 
community. Present officers are Mrs. Ralph Peters, presi- 
dent; Mrs. Leroy Holsinger, first vice-president; Mrs. Peter 
Lantos, second vice-president; Mrs. Charles Blittersdorf, 
treasurer; Mrs. Drayton Russell, corresponding and record- 
ing secretary; Mrs. Lee Jardot, historian; Mrs. Harold 
Arnold, sergeant at arms. 


Keuamelt Square Centennial Queen Candidates 


Miss Charlene Reynolds Miss Mary Pesce Miss Eleanor Reed Miss Janet Cleaves 
Vio Ee Wis Sons of Italy Po-Mar-Lin Kennett Grange 


Miss Judith Cain Ruthann Dunn Miss Irene Boyd Miss Elaine Gordon 
Seedlings & Kennett Lions Club Business & Professional American Legion and 
Square Country Club Womens Club of Avondale Auxiliary 
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Miss Dorothy Hickey Miss Rose Marie DeFazio Miss Rita Donohoe Miss Charlotte Cummings 
Optimist’s Club Italian American Citizens Newberry Store Bell Telephone Co 
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18. Kennett Fire Company 
20. Kennett Square Presb’ 
R Freight 
23. Kennett Consolidated School. 


19. Church of the Advent 
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Patrons Signature 
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NE. Weed, oy 0 


General Patrons 


S. H. Murphy's Sons 
Larmore and Scarlett 
Frank J. Simeone 
Grover C. Barker 


Joey's Beauty Shop 


Carl W. Lofland, D.D.S. 


Carl Wendell Lofland, Jr., D.D.S. 


Young's Garage 


Petrucci’s Market 


Daniel P. Madonna 


Nicholas Melchior 


Kenneth Lafayette 


Lawrence J. Giancola 


L. E. Goss and Son 


Francis R. Tworzydlo 


S. E. Wallace, D.D.S. 


Compliments of 


HAMBLETON BROS. 


NEWS AGENCY AND OFFICE SUPPLIES 


KENNETT SQUARE, PA. 


Compliments of’ 


JOHN H. DONNELLY DRUG STORE 
100 E. State Street 


KENNETT SQUARE, PA. 


Compliments of the 


PINK & BLUE SHOP 


104 E. State Street 


KENNETT SQUARE, PA. 


On the occasion of our Centennial Celebration . . . Felicitations 


A typical stacking conveyor used in cardbox box industry 


Our Products are used in the following Industries: 


PAPER CARDBOARD LEATHER 
PLASTIC FIBRE ROAD MACHINERY 
PRINTING TESTING EQUIPMENT FABRIC 


OLSON ENGINEERING COMPANY 


Established 1938 M. B. Olson, M. E. 


1900 — On the go for 55 Years — 1955 


GEORGE T. CLEAVES 


LOCAL AND LONG DISTANCE HAULING 


SERVING 5 STATES 


Compliments of PHONE 232 KENNETT SQUARE, PA. 


Our History: 


A FRIEND 


In 1900 George L. Cleaves started in the haul- 
ing business with horse and wagons. In 1902 
his son, Harvey L., joined him in the business 
until his death in 1939. At that time George T., 
the son of Harvey L., entered into the business 
with his grandfather. 


In 1941, five months before his death, George 
L. turned the business over to his grandson, 
George T., who is still operating the business of 
hauling freight into a five-state area. 


JAMES M. WORRALL 


TOWN AND COUNTRY REAL ESTATE Dodge — Plymouth 


Broad & State Street 


Cars and Trucks 
KENNETT SQUARE, PA. 


PENNSYLVANIA, DELAWARE, MARYLAND 


BROKER R. E. FERGUSON 


Telephones: 


Phone 191 


Kennett Square 409 -- Oxford 991 


Wilmington 5-9648 


“WORRALL AT KENNETT’ 


COMMUNICATIONS: 
100 years of progress in Kennett Square 


When Kennett Square was founded, communications as we 
know them today were still in their infancy. It was not until 
1885 that Kennett Square’s first telephone rang. Since then, 


telephone progress has kept pace with the town’s growth. 


Today, there are more than 3200 telephones in service here, 
and Kennett Square customers place nearly 17,200 local and 


out-of-town calls during the average working day. 


Next year, we plan to start construction of a new Central 
Office Building, which will house the equipment that will make 
possible the inauguration of dial service for Kennett Square. 
And we recently completed additions to central office equipment 
which enable us to provide both better service and more service 


in this area. 


The men and women of the Telephone Company are proud of 
the part they have played—and are playing—in bringing rapid, 
reliable service to the people of Kennett Square. As this com- 


munity grows, so shall the telephone facilities that serve it. 


The Bell Telephone Company of Pennsylvania 


For the Gest 24 Hhour Gulf, Serucce 


SEE 


DICK MILLER’S Royal Service Center 


W. Cypress & Mill road ° Kennett Square 
Established 1950 at 115 S. Union Street 
Moved to present ultramodern service center January, 1955 


Road and Towing Service U. S. Royal Tire Distributor 


PHONE 250 


SUNOCO SERVICE WITH A SMILE Since 1944 


ha, f 
Si 


J. WALTER MINSHALL 
Wish : “ae in 


Cypress and Marshall Streets 


Park your car with us and have it serviced, while you shop, by our boys 


JIM CRAWFORD—11 years service BILL LAFFERTY—10 years service 
BOB ROHR—2 years service BILL WARFEL—9 years service 


Tires and Batteries Washing and Polishing 
PHONE 810 


MUSHROOM GROWERS CO-OPERATIVE ASSOCIATION 


America’s mushroom industry started in Kennett 
Square about 1890. During the next 35 years it ex- 
panded gradually. It received its greatest impetus after 
the close of World War I when pure culture mushroom 
spawn was developed. Certainty of crops resulting from 
the improved spawn caused a real “mushroom growth” 
in the industry. Concentration of the industry, however, 
brought many cultural problems. Insect injury and 
fungus diseases affecting the crops caused great loss. 
Scientific advice on meeting the problems facing the 
mushroom grower was not then available. 

In late 1925 the Mushroom Growers Co-operative 
Association of Pennsylvania was organized. One of its 
first objectives was to secure the assistance of the United 
States Department of Agriculture in establishing a mush- 
room research project. Pennsylvania State College (now 
University) was also encouraged to set up a mushroom 
research project. Association funds built the two experi- 
mental mushroom houses still in use at Penn State. 
Results from research have added materially to the well 
being of the industry and the Kennett Square area. 

The Association has worked consistently to broaden 
the market for our locally produced delicacy. It pro- 
vided one of the greatest days in Kennett Square’s history 
when on October 21, 1930, a special train of fourteen 
cars, including two dining cars, drawn by two locomo- 
tives, arrived at Kennett from New York. On board 
were more than 300 hotel managers, stewards, chefs, 


OF PENNSYLVANIA 


KENNETT SQUARE, PA. 


and headwaiters of hotels located in New York, Atlantic 
City, Philadelphia, Pittsburgh, and Washington. News- 
paper and magazine writers were added guests. Auguste 
Escoffier, dean of French chefs, then 85 years old, and 
Oscar of the Waldorf were among those honoring the 
industry. A caravan of 125 automobiles led the group 
to growing plants, spawn producers, and mushroom 
canneries. At dinner time the ladies of the American 
Legion served 530 dinners with such dexterity that 
Messrs. Escoffier and Oscar requested the privilege of 
personally meeting and commending them for a fine 
meal handled in a style that even they envied. 

Through 30 years Association efforts have been di- 
rected toward legislation in Washington beneficial to the 
industry as well as in opposition to law changes adverse 
to the producers. During World War II operating sup- 
plies were made available by the War Production Board 
through continuous Association representations. 

The Association owns two properties located on Birch 
Street in Kennett Square. The three brick buildings, 
originally built by the West Chester, Kennett and Wil- 
mington Electric Railway, are used for production of 
M.G.A. grain mushroom spawn, of which the Associa- 
tion was the pioneer commercial producer. The stone 
building, originally built for a creamery, is occupied by 
Mushroom Co-operative Canning Company. In season 
it gives employment to 125 persons. Its canned products 
are marketed on a nation-wide basis. 


The Tunis brothers, Dick and Bob, 
began their business venture in a 
chicken house on their father’s farm, 
south of Kennett Square, in 1936. The 
first products manufactured were in- 
secticides for the dairy and mushroom 
trade. In 1938 they ran out of chicken 
houses and moved to the old Gaw- 
throp fertilizer plant at Broad and 
Birch Streets in Kennett Square. At 
the same time they expanded their 
operation to include distribution of 
agricultural equipment and supplies. 
In 1949 they built their present build- 
ing at Washington Street and Balti- 
more Pike where increased facilities 
for the servicing of equipment, dis- 
play of hardware, lawn and garden 
supplies, and manufacture of insecti- 
cides were provided. 


T cb || : Le a a a ty e Baltimore Pike at Washington Street 


KENNETT SQUARE, PENNA. 


1955 


This year the NATIONAL BANK and TRUST COMPANY OF KENNETT 
SQUARE is happy to join in the celebration of the One Hundredth Anniversary of 
the Borough of Kennett Square. For the last three-quarters of these hundred 
years we have shared in the fortunes and progress of the community, and in 


1956 


we shall celebrate our own Seventy-fifth Birthday. 


Chartered April 25, 1881, The National Bank of Kennett Square opened for busi- 
ness June 27, 1881, with John Marshall as President and D. Duer Phillips as Cashier. 
One year later total assets amounted to $255,000, increasing to $1,530,000 in 1921. 
In 1930 the National Bank of Kennett Square consolidated with the Kennett Trust 
Company which had been organized in 1907, resulting in the present institution. 


To meet the growing demand for our complete banking service, our Banking 
House is being completely rebuilt and will be a distinctive addition to the Kennett 
Square business section early in 1956. Our most recent statement below reflects 
our heavy participation in the busy life of the community. 


NATIONAL BANK and TRUST COMPANY 
OF KENNETT SQUARE 


STATEMENT OF CONDITION 
June 30, 1955 


ASSETS LIABILITIES 


Cash and Due from Banks $ 1,416,594.78 i ee ee ae cee ee OE DU TO 


U. S. Government Bonds 3,138,225.67 350,000.00 
236,373.63 

Other Bonds and Stocks PhS DOG. 7. 
Reserves 198,000.00 
pee Sree scoknts S/7%,20814 ~ Tyidends Payable 7-1-55,...... 12,500.00 
Banking House 30,000.00 Demand Deposits .............. 5,644,049.53 


Other Assets 102,293.74 Time Deposits 3,944 ,347.94 


$10,635,271.10 $10,635,271.10 


TRUST DEPARTMENT 
Trust Funds $1,077,595.13 


Member of Federal Deposit Insurance Corp. 


Compliments of 


Mushroom Transportation Co., Inc. 


Offering the following famous brands of quality men’s wear since 1929: 


BOTANY “500” ARROW SPORTSWEAR 
CLIPPER CRAFT INTERWOVEN SOCKS 
PALM BEACH STETSON HATS 
EXPANSO RESISTOL HATS 
McGREGOR FLORSHEIM SHOES 
WOOLRICH FOOT PAL EonOES 


ARROW SHIRTS BOTANY TIES 


0 Rie) 
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PHONE 64 


PIERCE’S SUPER MARKET 


Corner Cypress & Mill Road 
KENNETT SQUARE, PA. 


One of Kennett Square’s oldest independent businesses was started in 1904 by the late 
B. Frank Pierce. In that year he established the retail meat business which is still con- 
ducted by his son, C. Maxwell Pierce. Mr. Pierce’s policy was that of always selling 
nothing but the finest quality meats available. To assure this quality he also had an 
abbatoir, furnishing his clients with fine, home-dressed meats. In 1922, his son, A. Duer 
Pierce, established a wholesale business specializing in country sausage and scrapple which 
his father had established an enviable reputation for, catering to the Philadelphia, Del- 
aware, and Chester County markets. In March of 1954, the wholesale establishment 
management was taken over by John Price, of Chester, Pa., who continues the same policy. 
The first retail market was established in the old Swayne block on State Street. In 1922, 
Mr. Pierce bought at lot at #113 South Union Street and built a new market which has 
housed the Pierce Market until August of this year. May Ist, of this year, Mr. C. M. 
Pierce, owner of the Pierce Market, purchased the Bacino building at the corner of 
Cypress and new West Street, and after extensive alterations on September 1st opened the 
first independently owned Super Market in this area. 


DECKMAN’S MOBILGAS 


ROLAND L. DECKMAN, Proprietor 


JOHN H. VOORHEES 


HARDWARE STORE Established May 13, 1955 


te & Uni Streets 5 i 
State ion Tires -- Batteries 


PHONE 246 KENNETT SQUARE, PA. Gas -- Oil -- Lubrication 


HARDWARE Accessories 


Du Pont Paints Sporting Goods Housewares Wy cshin gion sG3Cy Diese io ects 


UARE, PA. 
In Business Since 1895 PHONE 1503 KENNETT SQ E 


NUTE MOTOR Co. 
EVA M. and PEGGY WORRALL 


State & Washington Streets 
Rooms and Apartments 


Compliments of 116 N. Union Street 


Chrysler-Plymouth Dealer KENNETT SQUARE, PA. 


REESES’ PHARMACY 
COMPLIMENTS OF 
Friendly Service” 


ADELLE’S 500 S. Broad Street 
PHONE 1475 KENNETT SQUARE, PA. 


The Fashion Center of Kennett Square Conulate: Prosen ponents enriee 


Sickroom Supplies We Deliver 
MAX M. SIEGEL, Owner 


GENE AND BILL REESE 


Compliments of 


KENNETT AUTO PARTS THOMAS KELLY 


Founded June 1, 1937 


ATLANTIC HEATING OIL 


Mr. and Mrs. Irving Lipschultz PAH once 


Albert Lipschultz 
607 S. Broad Street 


William Lipschultz 
Telephone: K. Sq. 485 Kennett Square, Pa. 


COMPLIMENTS OF 


Kennett Kandy Kitchen 


| BHA This is Also the Centennial Year | Ohh 
for a Newspaper in Kennett Square 

“The Kennett Square Free Press”, first newspaper to be published in the Kennett Square community, made its appearance 

on July 21, 1855. It was edited by Dr. Franklin Taylor and published by B. F. Coles. A second attempt to found a news- 


paper in the community was made in 1871, with the publishing of the “Kennett Weekly Leader” by H. M. Worth. It, too, 
failed to survive. 


On January 3, 1877, Volume I, Number | of the Kennett News and Advertiser 
was published by Theodore D. Hadley and J. Frank Holton. Today the Kennett 
News and Advertiser is not only the only newspaper published in the com- 
munity, but is also the largest weekly newspaper in Chester County. 


Theodore Hadley soon purchased exclusive publication rights of the paper and eventually tured over the ownership of 
the newspaper to his son, Charles C. Hadley, who continued to own the paper until it was sold in 1933 to William N. 
Young. Mr. Hadley, during his latter years of ownership, leased the operation of the newspaper to a series of editors, 
including Charles Phillips, Clyde Miles, John W. Jones, and Frank Johnston. On October 1, 1934, the Kennett News and 
Advertiser was purchased from Mr, Young by Richard G. Taylor, the present publisher. On May 24, 1940, the office of the 
paper was moved from the former location at 106 South Union Street to the new plant and office built at the present site, 
109 North Union Street. 

In addition to publishing a steadily-growing newspaper, the Kennett News and Advertiser 

also has maintained a modern commercial printing plant to serve not only this community 

but also customers in Baltimore, Philadelphia, and New York City. Today the Kennett News 

and Advertiser supports 12 full-time employees plus a group of correspondents and part- 

time employees to provide a community payroll of more than $65,000 a year. 


KENNETT NEWS AND ADVERTISER 


109 North Union St. Printers and Publishers Telephone 3 or 678 


ROSER & EINSTEIN 


Insurance Agents, Brokers and Consultants 


110 West State Street 


KENNETT SQUARE, PENNSYLVANIA 


This business is a consolidation of several insurance agencies that have existed 
in this area during the last 100 years. It consists principally of two agencies. 
One was founded between 65 and 70 years ago by E. R. Green, carried on by 
his son, his sons’s wife, and finally by Harold M. Roser. The other and larger 
of the two was founded somewhere in the undiscernible past by the old Kennett 
Trust Company, later turned over to John M. Pratt, who at the time of this 
change was one of the young up-and-coming Real Estate officers of the Kennett 
Trust Company. It was during the year 1908 that Mr. Pratt commenced his 
Operations in the Kennett Trust Company, now known as the John Voorhees 
Estate Building and in 1914 he acquired the business of Charles J. Pennock. 
Shortly after the close of the First World War, Mr. Pratt’s business had grown 
to a point where he hired a young man just out of the Navy who had been a 
resident of Media and who had a burning desire to learn the insurance business. 
This young man was C. Gilbert Hazlett and, in 1923, Mr. Hazlett became a 
partner of Mr. Pratt. In the year 1924, the business was conveyed to the Kennett 
Realty Company, Inc., consisting of Joseph E. Way, Ralph H. Walter, and C. 
Gilbert Hazlett. On March 29th, 1935, Mr. Hazlett purchased the interest of 
the other members of his firm and began operating the business as the Hazlett 
Insurance Service. In 1946, two young men who had recently been discharged 
from the Naval Service were taken into partnership in the business. The names 
of these young men were Gilbert Hazlett and Theodore Hazlett, sons of the 
owner. 


On January Ist, 1949, H. M. Roser, the owner of the H. M. Roser Agency, 
formerly the E. R. Green Agency, and Lewis D. Einstein purchased the Hazlett 
Insurance Service and consolidated the two agencies into one operation, trading 
under the name of Roser & Einstein.as the business is presently known. 


EISSN ES "3 ees 


Compliments of 


Paul Hannum & Son 


BUILDERS 


Since 1947 


Established by Paul Hannum 1910 


Builder of 
Kennett High School — 1915 
Kennett New Century Club — 1926 


DEMOCRATIC CANDIDATES 
FOR CHESTER COUNTY 


For General Election November 8, 1955 


* 


County Commissioners Prothonotary 
Henry P. Corcoran Paul Hendrickson 


Herbert Clavier 


District Attorney Register of Wills 
William J. O’Donnell Ernest M. Rudick 


Sheriff Recorder of Deeds 
Wm. J. Hauck Ada M. Becker 


A 


Compliments of 


W. S. WORRALL and SON 


v 


November, 1945, saw the birth of Marston’s Floor Service. Our location at that 
time was the basement of the building then occupied by Wright’s Market and opened on 
So. Union Street. Many reasons influenced our decision to embark on our first business 
venture in Kennett Square. First, although never having resided here, I felt at home 
because of acquaintances, friendships, and associations established over a period of many 
years working at the old American Store, Pierce’s Market, living in the neighboring towns 
of Avondale and West Grove, and attending Avon-Grove School. I had just completed 
three years of service in the U. S. Army Air Force, and to me, to seek the comfort and 
friendliness that a community in which you are known can afford, seemed the natural 
course to follow. Another good reason was the very generous offer of Mr. Harold Wright 
of the use of his basement. 

After operating a year and a half, we felt the need of larger quarters and so moved 
into a portion of the Worrall Building, 126 W. State Street, the location that we presently 
occupy. By this time our enterprise had grown from a one-man operation to a personnel 
of five. Also, at this time, we added to our floor covering line a limited line of furniture 
items. By 1953 we were carrying a complete line of better quality household furnishings 
and had increased our personnel to nine. Also in 1953 we were able to arrange for the 
purchase of the building we now occupy from Mr. W. S. Worrall. Since that time we've 
converted almost the entire building to the display of furniture and floor coverings and 
have acquired additional warehouse space. 

We of Marston’s are glad for this opportunity to express our appreciation and 
gratitude to the residents of the Kennett Square area for their many past favors and 
patronage and hereby Lek ourselves to do our utmost to improve our facilities to better 
serve your future needs. 


MARSTON S Furniture and Floor Coverings 


Barbara Bove—Consultant Established 1931 
“Toppy” Young—Asst. Consultant 


CYRUS L. THOMAS 
Jeweler 


122 W. State Street * Kennett Square, Pa. 
Certified Gemalogist 


(Pennsylvania’s First) 


ay REGISTERED JEWELER, AMERICAN GEM SOCIETY 


(Since 1938) 


We are proud to have been of service to Kennett Square and | Franchises for most of the recognized leaders in the jewelry 
surrounding communities for the past 24 years and by con- | manufacturing industry include: 

stantly striving for improvement to meet our obligation to you SICVER-“teorhans tune Reed’ & Bartin® Heirloom, Wallace, 
we hope to continue in the good graces of you folks who have | Jnternational, and Silver Plate. 


kind to us. 
eee nso Us WATCHES—Omega, Tissot, Hamilton, Elgin, Bulova, and 


our own brand watch. 


Many leading brands in fine jewelry and the most fashionable | CHINA AND CRYSTAL—Haviland, Franconia, Royal Jack- 
lines in costume jewelry. son, Fostoria & Heisey. 


It’s been a Hundred years of people, and a Hundred years of growth. A Hundred 


years of friendship, fellowship, and good management. We take pride in having been 


a part of it. 


FRED K. SINCLAIR 


OUR 
VINTAGE 
FIRST 
1907 
VEHICLE 
NOZNESKY AT P.R. R. 
to sell scrap to buy steel 


Established by Jacob Noznesky 


JAMES M. WORRALL, INC. 


Broad Street at State 
Telephone 400 


In the spring of 1921, the Ford Motor Company 

put its first Direct Factory agency in Kennett . 

Square, under the management of James M. Compliments of 
Worrall, and is presently one of the oldest in 

Chester County under the original management. 

On July 1, 1929, it became Incorporated, with 

three officers, James M. Worrall, President; 

Edwin S. Ladley, Secretary; and Thomas B. YEATON’S 
Worrall, Treasurer. This corporation became the 

owners of Thomas B. Worrall’s auto laundry on 

South Broad Street, where it is now located. 

In 1942, due to the war, James M. Worrall opened DEPARTMENT STORE 
a real estate agency in Kennett Square and 

Edwin S. Ladley became associated with The 

Hercules Powder Company of Wilmington, Del- 

aware, where he became Director of Purchasing 

in 1954. 


The corporation now employs twelve men under 
the management of Thomas B. Worrall. Three 
of the original employees are still retained since 
its beginning—W. Milo Jackson, W. Worrall 
Chandler, and Mancill G. Strahorn. 


Kennett Square, Pa. 


KENNETT’S NEW GIFT SHOP 


Compliments of “BEA - CON’S” 


Toys y+ Greeting Cards y Religious Articles 


SAMUEL H. RIZZOTTE, D.D.S. 


FREE DELIVERY 


Gift Wrapping 7 Lay-a-way Plan 


CHARGE ACCOUNTS 


KENNETT 


CANNING COMPANY 


CANNERS OF FANFARE MUSHROOMS 


Kennett Square, Pennsylvania 


Flowers for All Occasions 


ROLAND BARBER 


KENNETT SQUARE, PA. 


Since 1940 


Established by William Swayne — 1875 


A phone call, or a personal visit here, will assure 
you a wide range of choice in selection of 
flowers, cut or potted. 


Member of Florists Telegraph Delivery 


PHONE 148 


WRIGHT'S 
FOOD MARKET 


Self Service Grocery and Produce 
Top Quality Meats 


Cut as you want it—trimmed right—cut right 


WRIGHT'S 


FROZEN FOOD CENTER 
MEATS ¢ POULTRY ¢ VEGETABLES 
For Your Home Freezer 
State & Walnut Streets 
Phone 323 — 1002-W 


Kennett Square, Pa. 


Philco Freezers — Low Wholesale Prices 


Congratulations on 


One Hundred Years of Progress 


l 


FABRICATORS OF STEEL 
STAINLESS STEEL « ALUMINUM 


COPPER * MONEL METAL 


KENNETT EQUIPMENT & 
MACHINERY CO. 


KENNETT SQUARE, PA. 


National Celebrates Kennett’s Centennial 


1905—The Fibre Specialty Co. plant, 
the first unit of what is now the 
Kennett Plant. 


1955—Air view of the Kennett Plant 
as it is today consists of 26 build- 
ings covering 14 acres. 


In 1898, when Fibre Specialty Co. was founded, no one could have imagined the 
future ahead for this industrial project on the south side of Kennett Square. The 
company made commercial trunks, suitcases, and special cases using a compara- 
tively new material — hard vulcanized fibre. 

This little industry flourished through the years and expanded its facilities. It was 
only natural that in time the producer of the basic material and the imaginative 
user of the material should merge. So, in 1914 Fibre Specialty became a part of 
National Vulcanized Fibre Company. 

This successful business relationship proved to National's management the advan- 
tages of Kennett as a manufacturing site. In 1925, in a small section of the Fibre 
Specialty plant, National started making a new material — Phenolite laminated 
plastic. This new operation was destined to grow beyond its founders expectations. 
Today, in Kennett’s centennial year, the two subsidiary companies have been com- 
bined into one manufacturing facility bearing the name of Kennett Plant, National 
Vulcanized Fibre Co. 

The Kennett Plant employs over four hundred people with an annual payroll over 
one million, five hundred thousand dollars. 

The products made include trucks, boxes, trays, barrels, and roving cans for in- 
plant material handling and Phenolite laminated plastic in sheets, rods, tubes, and 
fabricated shapes. These laminates are prepared with phenolic, melamine, silicone, 
and epoxy resins in combination with paper, fabrics, fibre-glass, and asbestos, as 
well as copper-clad material for electronic and electrical printed circuit applications. 
The Kennett Plant is celebrating Kennett’s Centennial with an OPEN HOUSE, to 
which the people of the Kennett Community and surrounding territory are cordially 
invited. Thus, through the years, National and Kennett have grown together... 
each contributing to the success of the other. 


VISIT NATIONAL’S 
OPEN HOUSE 


Thursday, September 8th — 2:00 to 9:00 p.m. 
PLANT TOUR DOOR PRIZES 


REFRESHMENTS 


(For reasons of safety, children under the age of 12 cannot be per- 
mitted in the plant. Those between the ages of 12 to 16 must be 
accompanied by an adult. 


NATIONAL VULCANIZED FIBRE CO. 


KENNETT PLANT — LAFAYETTE & MULBERRY STREETS, KENNETT SQUARE, PA. 


Other Plants at: Wilmington, Yorklyn and Newark, Del., Chicago, Ill., Johnson City, N. Y., and Toronto, Ontario, Canada 


Partial History of Kennett Weld Shop 


In lower York Co., Pa., at the age of 13 years was 
bound out to a plumber to learn the trade. After com- 
pleting the required time, decided to work for Lukens 
Steel Co. in the pipe shop. While here became in- 
terested in welding with acetylene gas and oxygen, 
was transferred to locomotive fire box division and after 
serving proper time became welder first class. Moved 
to Bethlehem Steel Co. as chief maintenance welder 
and to Coatesville boiler works, Lenape Forging and 
Pressing Co., and later to a job shop at Atglen, Pa. It 
was here that a decision was made to open a shop in 
Chester Co. and Kennett Square was chosen after some 
persuasion from the late B. H. McKirichan in his garage 
building on Maple Alley, June 21, 1930. 


The shop was moved in 1932 to the rear of the present 
location and in 1936 purchased the property and moved 
into the main building, known as 430 E. State Street, 
where operations are carried on with modern equipment 
and knowledge of a business of which we are justified 
in feeling that our customers are pleased. Ornamental 
iron tables with beautiful green marble tops, rare fire- 
place tools with bronze ornaments are made here by 
hand by a process never before accomplished. These 
specialties are made qnly in between times and are for 
special order only. 


J. EARL GRIFFITH 


Personally Serving You for the 
Past 52 Years 


HARDWARE PLUMBING & 


AND . HOUSE FURNISHING 


FARM SUPPLY DEPARTMENT 


DEPARTMENT ESTABLISHED BY 


THOMAS & TAYLOR, 1881-1884 


ESTABLISHED BY 
CHAS. THOMAS, 1884-1906 


WM. J. HICKS, 1906-07 


SUCCEEDED IN 1907 
BY : BY 


JOHN M. CHALFANT 


1882 TO 1903 


H. SCHMALTZ & CO. 


HARDWARE e¢ PAINT e¢ PLUMBING & HEATING 


GIFTS e HOUSEWARES 


Our Combined Store and Two Warehouses Now Contain 


21,000 sq. ft. of Floor Space Under Cover 


Che Crire Sam 


LADIES’ DRESSES AND 
ACCESSORIES 


Theatre Building ¢ East State Street 
KENNETT SQUARE, PA. 


The Towne Shoppe is situated in the old Borough Build- 
ing, which was constructed in 1906. At that time the 
Borough Building housed the Council Chambers, Fire 
Department, Auditorium, and ‘Jail’. When the Audi- 
torium began showing moving pictures, attendance 
increased, and in 1940 the Auditorium was remodeled 
to its present state. 


The Towne Shoppe was created from part of the old 
lobby. It was the first shop of its kind devoted ex- 
clusively to women's clothing in Kennett Square. 
During the past fifteen years, it has been a pleasure to 
to serve the women’of Kennett Square and surrounding 
areas. 


J. LESLIE PINKERTON 


Electrical Contractor 


J. Leslie Pinkerton, a veteran of World War I, established 
his business as an Electrical Contractor in Kennett 
Square in March, 1924. His formal education at the 
Normal School, West Chester, was followed by practical 
experience as an electrical engineer. Upon completion 
of the American Legion Building, he rented the first 
office and showroom which was located on the South 
Broad Street side. Mr. Pinkerton was electrical con- 
tractor for the building. In 1926, the business was ex- 
panded to include refrigeration and oil heating. 


In May, 1939, Mr. Pinkerton purchased the former Baptist 
Parsonage at 127 South Union Street. After remodeling, 
the business was moved to the new location. During 
World War II, Mr. Pinkerton was called to service as 
electrical superintendent for the U.S. Government. The 
business was operated for repair and service work only 
during this period. Returning to full operation, the 
business continues under the direction of the owner 
and manager, J. Leslie Pinkerton, Electrical Contractor 
and Oil Heating, 127 South Union Street. 


RED LANTERN INN Compliments of 


ROUTE #1 


, MILE EAST OF KENNETT SQUARE, PA. COTTAGE LUNCH 


703 W. State Street 
ITALIAN AMERICAN FOOD 


HOME COOKING PHONE 1234 KENNETT SQUARE, PA. 


SPAGHETTI AND RAVIOLI 


OUR: SPECIALTY MARGARET & STANLEY ANDERSON 


CHESTER COUNTY 
BEVERAGE COMPANY 


Compliments of 


SWAYNE, CAMPBELL, TESTA Distributor of 


BUDWEISER BEERS 
V.F.W. POST #5467 


BUDWEISER MICHELOB 


THE LADIES AUXILIARY AND Kegs and Cases Kegs 


HOME ASSOCIATION 


320 East State Street Phone 1078 


Congratulations to Kennett Square 


on its 100th Anniversary 


Dry Cleaning, Pressing, and Minor Repairs From Ladies Auxiliary 


WE TRY TO PLEASE YOU 
FOR PICK-UP AND DELIVERY CALL 76-M to Kennett Fire Co. #1 


TODD CLEANERS 


State & Walnut Streets 


KENNETT SQUARE, PA. 


Merchandise — Five Cents Kennett ADVANCE Printing House 


to Five Dollars FINE PRINTING 
GC) eiereysll 


DETER SPRESS 
J. R. HOSCH CoO. 


Wedding Invitations — Choice of Many Beautiful Designs 
Raised Printing or Engraved 


Telephone 1121 State & Union Streets 
P M : Acknowledgment Notes — Personalized Wedding Napkins 


KENNETT SQUARE, PA. SAMPLES UPON REQUEST 
North Broad Street above State Street 


PHONE: KENNETT SQUARE 5 *« KENNETT SQUARE, PA. 


Compliments of 


GALLAGHER BUICK 


Compliments of 


CONNOR'S PHARMACY 


Prescription Specialists 


KENNETT SQUARE, PA. 


Compliments of 


DeWIRE'S ATLANTIC SERVICE 


Tires -- Batteries -- Accessories 


Washing -- Polishing -- Wheels Balanced 


Cypress and Center Streets 


KENNETT SQUARE, PA. 


PHONE 674 


We started in business with the Western Auto 
Asso. Stores in 1941 in the Connor Building. 
About three years ago our store was destroyed 
by fire and water. Three months later we moved 
to our present location in the Theatre Building, 
next to the new fire house, which was formerly 
known as the Old Fire House, on Sycamore 
Street. 


We sell all kinds of auto parts, bicycle parts 
and accessories, American and English bicycles, 
children's toys, fishing tackle, interior and ex- 
terior paints, car paint, radios, and numerous 
other items. 


We repair all makes of bicycles. 


We also sell hunting licenses, fishing licenses, 
dog licenses, 24 hour service on driver's licenses, 
tags, and learner's permits. 


Warren Gillan 


WESTERN AUTO ASSO. STORE 


YE OLDE SQUARE HARDWARE EMPORIUM 


is now housed in a brand new edifice in its new location. 


A long way from its original store containing 800 sq. ft. back 
in 1929 when Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Kanofsky first opened in 
Kennett Square. Coming here from Wilmington with their four 
sons, all of whom are graduates of Kennett High, the business 
is now operated by the elder twins, Alan and Burton, who 
were associated in the store for nineteen years before taking 
it over from their parents. 


The business was started on a basis of having or getting 
quickly what Mr. Customer wanted and that motto, together 
with carrying nothing but name merchandise, is still the way 
the store operates. 


Today, Square Hardware Co. is the largest hardware-appliance 
store in southeast Chester County, its new building having 
three floors, containing over 10,000 square feet of space and 
carrying Sherwin-Williams paints, all General Motors Frigidaire 
appliances, RCA radio and television, Youngstown kitchens, 
Roper and Magic Chef gas ranges, Ironrite ironers. 


PRICE 7p OUAL! RY ety oObR VICE 


And still serving some families through the third generation 
for forty odd years when Joe Kanofsky first went into the 
hardware business. 


SQUARE HARDWARE CO. 
106-108 E. STATE ST. PHONES 430 — 1130 


Air-conditioned for your shopping convenience 


FREE PARKING REAR OF NEWBERRY 5-10c STORE, ADJOINING 


STORY OF NEWBERRY COMPANY 


The corporation which was organized in Delaware on Feb- 
ruary 15, 1923, is the outgrowth of a business started in 1911 
by J. J. Newberry, who bought a small store in Stroudsburg, 
Pa., in that year and began its operation for the sale of 
merchandise at prices of 25c or less. 


In 1913 and subsequent years similar stores were opened in 
other communities. The enterprise was conducted by J. 
Newberry individually or in a partnership with his brother, 
C. T. Newberry, until the organization of the corporation. Both 
before and after the formation of the corporation, there have 
been many changes in the number and type of products sold. 
The corporation and its subsidiaries operate 475 retail stores 
in 45 states. The stores operated by the corporation and its 
subsidiaries are supervised from New York City, Boston, St. 
Louis, and Los Angeles. 


The principal executive offices of the corporation are now 
located at 245 Fifth Avenue, New York, N. Y. 


C. and W. Electrical Contractors 


Industrial, Institutional, Commercial, and 


Residential Wiring 


Office: Office: 


HAROLD CARTER 
115 S. Willow Street 


ROBERT A. WATTERSON 
18 N. 2nd Avenue 
Coatesville, Pa. 


Phone 1326-M 


Kennett Square, Pa. 


Phone 1463-J 


E. S. FISHER 


Tree Surgeon 
312 S. Union Street 


PHONE 644 KENNETT SQUARE, PA. 


TONSOL PARLOR 


Specializing in 
Ladies Hair Cutting 
321 E. State Street 


KENNETT SQUARE, PA. 


HOPPER, SOLIDAY & CO. 


HELEN J. PHILLIPS 


Extend Best Wishes 


C. L. POWELL & SON 


KENNETT SQUARE, PA. 


C. L. POWELL & SON distributes fresh mushrooms from 
Massachusetts to Florida by air, rail, and truck. They 
gather mushrooms for packing and shipping from 
growers throughout southeastern Pennsylvania and Del- 
aware. C. L. Powell & Son grew mushrooms from 1917 


to 1923. In 1920, distribution by railway was started. 


40 YEARS OF REAL ESTATE SERVICE 


KENNETT REALTY CO. 


Realtors 


Compliments of 


JACK AURITT 


Jeweler and Silversmith 


110 W. State Street 


PHONE 1026 


J. B. SWAYNE SPAWN CO. 


Mushroom Spawn and Supplies 


KENNETT SQUARE, PA. 


PHONE 97 


BENNY’'S 


Men's and Boys’ Wear 


Style Pacers of Chester County 


100 W. State Street 


KENNETT SQUARE, PA. 


KENNETT SQUARE, PA. 


RAY HARPER 
Photography 

117 East State Street 

Phone Avondale 8343 


Kennett Square, Pa. 


Portrait - Commercial - Candid Wedding - Color 


VANDEGRIFTS GARAGE 
State Inspection 


General Auto Repairs 


136 Cedar Street 


PHONE 955 KENNETT SQUARE, PA. 


MR. AND MRS. BENJ. BOHM 
successors to 


Mr. and Mrs. Ben Savitch 


Will continue to serve the public with a fine line 
of merchandise from Infants to Sub-teens at a 
reasonable price. 


MOHICAN GARAGE 
TEXACO SERVICE 


WASHING WAXING 


KEYSTONE 


MEADOWCROFT AND ARDEN 
Kose Growers 


Founded May 1, 1931, by James N. J. Meadowcroft, 3rd, and Richard T. Worrall, 
the firm operated as Meadowcroft and Worrall, Rose Growers, until July 1, 1937, at which 
time Mr. Worrall withdrew from the business and, after a brief association with Long- 
wood Gardens, became affiliated with the National Bank and Trust Company of Kennett 
Square. 


The business operated as J. N. J. Meadowcroft, Rose Grower, from 1937 until 1946, 
at which time Thomas F. Arden, formerly with the National Bank and Trust Company 
of Kennett Square and the Equitable Trust Company of Wilmington, joined the firm as 
a partner. 


The new partnership purchased the greenhouse property of Eugene DiFilippo on 
West South Street and, after renovation and improvements, converted that plant to the 
production of roses. . 


The following year, 1947, Mr. Meadowcroft’s father, James N. Meadowcroft, Sr., 
noted Rosarian and producer of numerous rose seedlings and sports, joined the firm as 
an additional partner, after serving as chief grower since 1924 with J. H. Thompson's 
Sons, where he originated the seedling rose, Brandywine. From 1907 until 1924, Mr. 
Meadowcroft, Sr., was chief grower with his uncle, W. A. Leonard, where he discovered 
a Columbia sport which has since produced many other sports that are among the leading 
commercial roses today. 


Labor and material shortages occasioned by World War II brought many changes 
to the greenhouse industry, and emphasized the need for new methods and labor-saving 
devices. 


The most primitive methods had always been used for insect control. Syringing with 
water for the control of red spider required at least two days each week of back-breaking 
labor, and ofttimes the application of so much water caused fungus diseases to appear 
on the crop. The most dreaded fungus was blackspot, which was almost impossible to 
control until it had ravaged every plant in a house and caused poor and limited crops. 


A most important development was the aerosol bomb, which was admirably suited 
to greenhouse use, since it would give almost 100 percent control of all insects and a 
good application taking about fifteen minutes would last approximately twelve weeks. 
Hence, under this new method of insect control, fifteen minutes of light work produced 
better results than 192 hours of hard labor —and the absence of excess moisture has 
reduced blackspot to the point where it is all but forgotten. 


Hand loading and firing of coal has been eliminated and is now done by a tractor 
lift and mechanical stokers. Thermostatic control produces uniform temperatures and 
eliminates the need for a fireman. The entire firing operation requires about one hour 
per day. 

The common problems precipitated by the war: labor shortage, high taxes, etc., 
brought most rose growers to the realization of a need for united effort in order to sur- 
vive. The growers banded together in Roses, Incorporated, an organization devoted to 
the survival of the art of rose growing, and through the efforts of these growers, fellow- 
ships have been established in various colleges to encourage young men to seek further 
knowledge in the field of floriculture. 


Both Mr. Arden and Mr. J. N. J. Meadowcroft 3rd are overseas veterans of World 
War II. During the twenty-eight months of Mr. Meadowcroft’s tour of duty with the 
Seabees, the business was conducted by his wife, Lily Worrall Meadowcroft. 


The firm is devoted exclusively to the production of fine roses and conducts daily 
service from the greenhouse to over fifty flower shops by refrigerated trucks. 


Born in the Year of the Centennial 


Compliments of 


RESNICK’S DEPT. STORE 


KENNETT’S SQUARE DEAL JEWELER 


Successors to Richter’s 


State Street 


Head to Toe Outfitters for the Family 


KENNETT SQUARE, PA. 


106 State Street Kennett Square, Pa. 


Kerosene 


Fuel Oil 
J. B. SWAYNE & SON, INC. 


HAMORTON FUEL CO. 


Growers and Canners of Quaker State 


515 S. Broad Street 


Brand Mushrooms 


Phones 229 — 1470 TEL. K. SQ. 118 KENNETT SQUARE, PA. 


This Location Since 1933 


KENNETT SQUARE, PA. 


KENNETT PLUMBING SUPPLY 


Wholesale Distributors of 


JOSEPH D. CLOUD 


Electrical Appliances 


WHEELING STEEL PIPE 
DEMING PUMPS 
BELL-GOSSETT 
NATIONAL BOILERS 
RICHMOND RADIATOR 

CHASE BRASS AND COPPER 


General Electric + Philco + RCA 


Maytag y+ Hoover 


KENNETT SQUARE, PA. 


Kennett Square's First Distributor 


Telephone 44 


Free Parking We Deliver 


TWADDELL SIGN COMPANY 


NEON ¢ PORCELAIN ¢ STAINLESS STEEL 


CENTRELLA’S FOOD MARKET 
“A Business with No Sign Is a Sign of 


For the Best in Meats and Groceries 


No Business” 


Phone 1330 S. Union St. & Scarlett Ave. 


State & Walnut Streets Kennett Square, Pa. 


A. A. PESCE CO. 


Special Scientific Laboratory Glassware 
216 Birch Street 
KENNETT SQUARE, PA. 


After 22 years of service with the duPont Co., A. A. 
Pesce started his own business in the cellar of his home. 
After one year he moved to South Broad Street and hired 
an assistant. Has now been in business for 11 years 
with a staff of four glassblowers besides himself. Built 
and moved into his own plant in January of this, the 
Centennial year. Manufacturers Special Laboratory 
Glassware, which is being shipped to all parts of this 
country. 


CORONET AMUSEMENT CO. 
106 S. Walnut Street 
MUSIC + AMUSEMENT 7 PINBALL 


MACHINES 


115 S. Union Street Kennett Square 937 


CHAS. F. SMITH & SON, INC. 


SPECIALISTS IN THE INSTALLATION OF LARGE 


DIAMETER PIPE LINES 


Walnut & Birch Streets 


PHONE 915 KENNETT SQUARE, PA. 


GEORGE T. CHARDY, INC. 


ROCK OF AGES 
FAMILY MONUMENTS 


Authorized Dealer 


KENNETT SQUARE, PA. 


S. UNION '& CEDAR STREETS PHONE 373 


WILBER DUNN 


Atlantic Gas ¢ Service Station 


W. State Street 


1893 1955 


Amos and Norwood Burton started a five-chair shop in 
the early Nineties. Norwood left the business in 1923. 
Harry started in the shop in 1911, Malcolm started in 
1917. Amos Burton's death occurred in 1931 and he had 
been serving the local people for 37 years. On the death 
of their father, Harry and Malcolm became partners, 
operating as such until Harry's death in 1953. The shop 
is now operated by Malcolm Burton, whose son Robert 
currently attends Barber School. Robert's entry into the 
shop will mark the third generation of barbers from 
this family. 


BURTON'S BARBER SHOP 


121 W. State Street Kennett Square, Pa. 


Goodyear Tires Phone 1452 


COMPLETE CAR SERVICE 


JOE MANLEY SINCLAIR SERVICE 


State and Lincoln Streets 
KENNETT SQUARE, PA. 


COMPLETE LINE OF SINCLAIR PRODUCTS 


BARKER'S 
AUTO GLASS & RADIATOR SHOP 


GENERATOR WORK 
5th & Morris Streets ¢ Avondale, Pa. 


ESTEL BARKER 


BORRELLI BROS. 


Compliments of 


FISH AND POULTRY MARKET 
BOLEN’S FOOD MARKET 


Specializing in All Kinds of Sea Food 


OFFICIAL STATE INSPECTION STATION 


S. A. Santmyers 
Compliments of 


ROYAL GARAGE 


MURRAY'S VARIETY STORE 
115 S. Union Street 


COMPLETE AUTOMOTIVE SERVICE 


Compliments of 


COMPLIMENTS OF KENNETT CAFE 


Comfortably Air Conditioned 
SHAPIRO BROS. AND MANN 


Phone 539 Nick Melchior, Jr. 


TAILOR, MEN’S WEAR CONGRATULATIONS! 


KENNETT SQUARE 
Sporting Goods 


A. DUER PIERCE, Realtor 


J. Robert Wilson, Assoc. 


RALPH SCHUIBBEO 


120 W. State Street 
John M. Abernathy, R. E. S. 


Thomas Di Angelis, R. E. S. 


CLAIRE CONSTRUCTION CoO., INC. 
115 S. Willow Street 


KENNETT SQUARE, PA. 


ENGINEERS BUILDERS 


A Complete Construction Service 


RESIDENTIAL + INDUSTRIAL 


COMMERCIAL + INSTITUTIONAL 


B. H. McKIRACHAN’S SONS 


Established 1894 


MONUMENTS AND MARKERS 


Compliments of 


G. SULPIZI 


Finished Our First Year — 


Starting Our First Hundred Years 


BRANDYWINE MATRIX CORP. 


MANUFACTURERS OF RUBBER PRINTING 


PLATES FOR THE CARTON INDUSTRY 


A COMPLETE FINANCIAL SERVICE 


KENNETT 
COMMERCIAL BANKING SERVICE 


Established Over 20 Years 


PHONE 335 KENNETT SQUARE, PA. 


Compliments of 


United Lodge #664, O.S.I. A. 


and 


Sunshine Guild Auxiliary 


KENNETT SQUARE, PA. 


When arranging a dinner for either a small group or a 
large group, contact the Sunshine Guild for a truly good 
dinner. 


Compliments of 


BOSTON SHOE STORES 


Kennett Square * Coatesville * West Chester 


BEARD'S 
WALLPAPER & PAINT STORE 
111 W. State Street 
PITTSBURGH PAINTS 


ALL LEADING BRANDS WALLPAPERS 


Congratulations to Kennett Square 


On 


A CENTURY OF PROGRESS! 


Through one hundred vigorous years, 
Kennett Square has grown in all the 
essentials that make a community 


substantial and worthwhile. 


For more than sixty of these years, 
Kennett Square and the Electric 
Company have marched together, both 
representing opportunities and benefits 
of the American Way of Life, based 
on free enterprise and high civic 


responsibility. 


As an integral part of Kennett Square, 
reaching into every home, every com- 
mercial and industrial establishment, 
virtually every farm in the area, 
Philadelphia Electric looks forward to 
great years ahead. On the threshold of 
Kennett Square’s second century, 
Philadelphia Electric pledges anew its 
basic tenets: good citizenship, depend- 
able power, and unceasing efforts to 
keep electricity the biggest bargain in 


the family budget. 


PHILADELPHIA ELECTRIC COMPANY 


A. BUSINESS-MANAGED, TAX-PAYING UTILITY COMPANY OWNED BY ALMOST 100,000 STOCKHOLDERS 
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William J. McCord, on September 15, 1937, moved into this 
building and commenced the operation of a Pontiac Auto- 
mobile and GMC Truck Agency. His first contract for 25 new 
cars was signed that same year. The business had only two 
employees, Joseph B. Manley and Harley Barker, and one 
part-time employee, Anita Gallo (DiNorscia). Mr. Barker has 
remained with the McCord agency and is now parts man- 
ager. Mr. Barker knows his business and has done a fine 
job and ranks among the top parts managers in the Phila- 
delphia zone. : 

On December 24, 1939, Mr. McCord purchased the building 
where McCord Motor Sales is presently located. W. N. 
Worrall built the service facilities and the agency moved 
from the State and Center Street location to the East State 
Street building about June, 1940. 

That same year, 1940, McCord Motor Sales sponsored the 
Kennett Square Lions Club at the convention of Lions Inter- 
national held in Havana, Cuba. The Kennett Lions were 
driven in four new Pontiac four-door sedans to Florida and 
from there the members and the automobiles were taken by 
boat to Havana. 

The McCord establishment grew in size and scope until 
there were eleven employees, But there was an interruption 
on that eventful December 7, 1941. The United States entered 
into World War II and seven of the employees answered the 
call to the colors. During the war, automobile production for 
civilian use came to a standstill. The service department and 
parts department of the McCord agency continued in opera- 


| McCORD MOTOR SALE 


Just as the automobile replaced the horse 
and carriage, so did automobile agencies move 
into quarters that once had been a carriage 
shop. 

Michael J. Moynihan owned and operated a 
blacksmith and carriage shop at the corner of 
State and Center Streets in the days before 
the horseless carriage. To the rear of this frame 
building could be heard the clang of metal 
against metal as the smitty fashioned his 
horseshoes. The carriage shop and “show- 
room’ was located in the front section of the 
building and it was here that residents could 
buy their carriages or have them custom made. 

It was in this same building that practically 
all the automobile agencies presently located 
in Kennett Square began business. 


tion, but the owner, Mr. McCord, became associated with the 
purchasing department of the Dravo Shipyard, Wilmington, 
where he remained for three years. 

New automobiles began rolling off the assembly lines 
following World War II. In the fall of 1945 Mr. McCord re- 
turned to the new car business. Once again the agency 
began to build and expand. The seven employees who left 
to serve with the armed forces all returned and once more 
became a part of the McCord Motor Sales organization. 

Three employees served their country during the Korean 
War. However, only one of them returned to the McCord 
employ after the cessation of hostilities. This was Donald 
Maxwell, who saw active duty in Korea and became a 
Prisoner of War. At the present time, Donald, heads the sales 
department. He has been awarded the Master Sales Mem- 
bership Guild and ranks third in the Philadelphia area. 

Today, McCord Motor Sales employs twenty persons. 
Approximately 500 new and used units per year are de- 
livered in this area and this record has continued for the 
past four years. The agency is ever eager to serve the public 
well—to deliver the finest Pontiac cars and GMC trucks 
and, through the service department, keep cars and trucks 
operating at maximum efficiency at lowest cost. 

William J. McCord is a veteran in the automobile business, 
having started in 1927 as a salesman with Thomas M. Slack. 
In 1930 Mr. McCord became manager for Mr. Slack and later 
he joined the sales force of the Downingtown Motor Com- 
pany, operating from their showroom located in Avondale. 


314-16 East State Street 
Kennett Square, Pa. 
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C. G. GAWTHROP. CO. 


iicwm,  MAennett Square, Penna. 


In the year 1888 an enterprising young man started a new business 
venture in Kennett Square in order to supply the town and-vicinity with 
staples necessary to the home and the growing building industry — coal, 
lumber, feed, hay, straw, grain, and fertilizer. 

Charles G. Gawthrop, then twenty-four years old, built on leased 
ground the frame buildings that are still part of the present C. G. Gawthrop 
Company. Two years later, for $882.00 he bought the land, approximately 
nine acres of ground, from the Vulcan Road Machinery Co. The site was 
bounded on the north by Mulberry Street, on the east by Meredith Street, 
on the west by Lafayette Street, and on the south by the Pennsylvania Rail- 
road. 

In those early years, business was conducted on a vastly different 
scale. The buildings consisted of a warehouse with a small office in one 
end, a coal shed, a lumber shed, and a barn. The delivery equipment in- 
cluded four mules, one horse, one coal wagon, one lumber wagon, one box 
wagon, one single wagon, and three sleds for use in winter snow. The 
personnel included Mr. Gawthrop, an office clerk, two team drivers, and a 


John Fiore Fred Osborne 


yard man. 
The team drivers reported for work at 6:00 a.m. to feed, clean, and 
Joe Johnson harness the mules and horse in order to be ready for work by 7:00 a.m. Pete Jones 


They put in ten hours a day, six days a week, and had to feed and groom 
the animals on Sunday — a steady job. 

About 1900 a partnership known as C. G. Gawthrop Co. was formed by 
Mr. Gawthrop and Joseph T. Hickman—Mr. Hickman retired from the 
business in 1920. In-1912, L. Malcolm Hannum was employed as a clerk, 
and, except for service in the Army in World War I, has been with the 
company since that time. In 1926 he entered the partnership. Harold J. 
Gawthrop joined his father and the company in 1913. Having served in the 
Navy in World War I, he, too, came back to stay. ; 

After the death of Charles G. Gawthrop in 1940 the partnership became F 
Auzel Mayo Harold J. Gawthrop, L. Malcolm Hannum, and Mary Gawthrop Shoemaker as Hadley Davis 
silent partner. This partnership was changed to a corporation in 1952. 

In 1949, Wilson H. Whittle joined the Company, and in June of this year 
Robert H. Marshall became a member. 

The office personnel:includes Joseph S. Baily, office manager; John Fiore, 
bookkeeper; and Kirk C. Slicer, salesman. So, from the original five men 
there are now sixteen, including six truck drivers, three helpers, and a 
yard man — ambassadors of good will. 

There were other changes, too. Back in 1924, with the advent of the 
automobile, a two ton ‘White’ truck was purchased to take the place of 
the mules, and a year later another “White” to relieve the horse. 

Bill Green With the passing of years and the continual growth of our community, 
the demands of additional business required carrying larger inventory and 
more and more items needed for the home and the building industry. 

Now, after sixty-seven years of service to the community, we have 
grown from the original two teams of 1888 to ten trucks, including two tank 
trucks used to deliver fuel oil, and a Fordson tractor and the latest and 
most up to date piece of equipment, a fork-lift truck to load and unload all 
kinds of material such as lumber, sand, stone, rock lath, brick, concrete 
block — anything and everything. 

And that's our motto: “Everything to Build Anything’. We're proud of 
having helped to build Kennett Square—and we're grateful to Kennett 


pol heed Square for having helped us grow. Happy Birthday! S. Hollingsworth 


Tom Boyer 


R. H. Marshall Jos: 8. Baily Kirk Slicer MIDT OWNSCHOLAR 
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